G20 Consultation Meeting Argentina-Brazil-France-Mexico

Declaration of Brasília on the Social Protection Floor 

(Non official translation)

We, representatives of the governments of Argentina, Brazil and Mexico, attending the G20 consultation meeting Argentina-Brazil-France-Mexico, hosted by the Brazilian and French governments, with support from the ILO, in Brasília on 10 May 2011, 
1. After reviewing experiences and good practices on the expansion of social protection policies, recent developments of the UNCEB Social Protection Floor Initiative, as well as  the preliminary conclusions of the Social Protection Floor Advisory Group; 
2. Reaffirming the importance of social protection policies in combating poverty, reducing inequalities, improving living standards, enhancing social cohesion and stability, and accelerating the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals;
3. Acknowledging the positive impacts of social protection on enhancing productive capacities, productivity and aggregate demand, while functioning as an automatic macroeconomic stabilizer in times of crisis and contributing to an inclusive, robust, sustainable and balanced economic growth, as well as development strategies and the rebalancing of the global economy;
4. Highlighting the need to implement social protections floors, adapted to the specific context of each country, in the framework of our efforts to progressively extend social protection coverage, as defined by the Global Jobs Pact of the ILO and endorsed by the G20 in Pittsburgh;

5. Recalling: (i) the outcome document of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) Summit, adopted by the UN General Assembly on 22 September 2010, that considers the Social Protection Floor concept to be a successful policy and approach; (ii) the final communiqué of the Ministers at the “European Union, Latin America and Caribbean Meeting on the Coordination of Social Security”, held in Alcalá de Henares on 13-14 May 2010, highlighting the importance of the UNCEB Social Protection Floor initiative; (iii) the Colombo Declaration of the Forum of Ministers in charge of Social Development from South Asia, adopted in Sri Lanka on 20-22 February 2011 that endorses the social protection floor approach as a way to enhance investment in the global social and economic development; (iv) the Yaoundé Tripartite Declaration on the implementation of the Social Protection Floor, adopted on 8 October 2010, engaging African member States and social partners to adopt the principles, main elements and practical aspects of the Social Protection Floor; and (v) the final communiqué of the Ministerial Meeting of OECD, Brazil, Indonesia, Russia and South Africa on Social Policies, held on 2-3 May 2011, that affirms the commitment to ensure sufficient and feasible social protection, including Social Protection Floors. 
We agree to coordinate, as far as possible, our positions within the discussions of the G20 process and to promote the following proposals: 

1. A commitment of the countries of the G20 to promote the extension of social protection coverage, within the framework of national-specific institutional structures, and according to economic possibilities, on the basis of social protection floors, as defined in the ILO Global Jobs Pact, notably foreseeing: access to basic health, basic income security for the elderly and persons with disabilities, child/family benefits and income security for the unemployed and working poor combined with employment policies . 
2. A call upon the international organizations, including the ILO, IMF, UNDP, UNICEF, WHO, World Bank, regional development banks as well as other relevant organizations and  donors to work together in supporting countries to build sustainable social protection systems, that are adapted to their realities, developing them progressively from social protection floors, while ensuring better coherence among the policies of international organizations, and while promoting knowledge sharing and research, technical support, training and capacity building on social protection policies in developing countries. 
3. A call upon the ILO, in coordination with other relevant international organizations, to support countries to follow the implementation of social protection floors.
4. A commitment to strengthen South-South, Triangular and North-South cooperation as well as the sharing of knowledge on social protection, and a call upon the countries to increase the efforts in supporting  low income countries with the implementation of social protection policies. 

We acknowledge that, in the condition of president of the G20, France expresses gratitude and highlights the importance of the consultation process with the Latin American countries, congratulating them for this Declaration.

We invite the other G20 countries to join our common position towards building a consensual proposal within the G20 process.

pp/ Marta Novick

Sherpa/Argentina in the Working Party on Labour and Employment

Mário Barbosa

Sherpa/Brazil in the Working Party on Labour and Employment

pp/ Claudia Anel Valencia Carmona

Sherpa/Mexico in the Working Party on Labour and Employment

Brasília, 10 May 2011.

