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Assessment-based National Dialogue (ABND) on Social Protection Floor (SPF) 
1st December 2017, 09:00, Sheraton Hotel 
Talking Points
by Dr. Pratibha Mehta, 
UN Resident Coordinator in Tajikistan

Ms. Umarzoda Saida, First Deputy Minister of Health and Social Protection;
Mr. Faizov Rahmatulo, Senior Social Development Specialist of the President’s Office;
Mr. Sharipov Azizbek, Chairperson of the Employers’ Association;
Representative of the Federation of Independent Trade Unions;
Distinguished guests, colleagues and friends;
Ladies and gentlemen.

Let me begin by thanking you all for joining us today, in the High-level meeting of the Assessment-based National Dialogue on social protection in the Republic of Tajikistan. I wish to commend the joint work and cooperation among Ministries in Tajikistan and in particular, the Ministry of Health and Social Protection, employer organizations, trade unions, development partners and all other participating institutions for taking concrete steps to improve the social protection system in Tajikistan.
Every person deserves to live with dignity and has the right to social protection. Still, the numbers tell another story. 1 out of 3 people live in poverty in Tajikistan, while 1 out of 6 people live in extreme poverty. In addition, to income poverty  many people, especially in rural and remote areas lack access to services  to enable them to lead a decent standard of living.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Several United Nations Agencies in Tajikistan works together to provide various aspects of social protection and help identify priorities for minimum social protection for every Tajik person, living in the country or outside it.  A Social Protection Floor comprises of four main guarantees:
1. Access to health care for all
2. Access to nutrition, education and care for children
3. Income security for working-age people in case of sickness, maternity, unemployment and disability
4. Pensions and care for older people
The ABND is a continuous dialogue process. In May 2017, the Technical Working Group and High-level Committee conducted a background analysis of the social protection system in Tajikistan. This week, we meet to identify priority areas of action and to explore different scenarios to put them into practice.
Social protection is not just a means to redistribute incomes and reduce poverty. It is a crucial component of sustainable social and economic development. It is part of 5 of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals; SDG 1 on ending poverty, SDG 3 on ensuring healthy lives, SDG 5 on achieving gender equality, SDG 8 on promoting decent work and SDG 10 on reducing inequality. In particular, SDG Target 1.3 is to “implement nationally appropriate social protection systems and measures for all, including floors, and by 2030 achieve substantial coverage of the poor and the vulnerable”.
Social protection system need to be financed from domestic sources. Tajikistan spends about 5% of its GDP on social protection, while the regional average for Central and Western Asia is 9%. Tajikistan spends less than Uzbekistan (8.5%) and Kyrgyzstan (5.4%) but more than Kazakhstan (4%). Increasing the investment in social protection can take several years, its important to prepare an action plan to increase it progressively, by closely linking the social protection system with the economic growth model for the country.
Tajikistan, as a country, has high potential for growth. The GDP growth rate is around 6%. The benefits of this growth must benefit everyone. The population is young and improving their access to good quality education and health care can create a skilled and productive labour force which will further contribute in growth and sustainable development of the country.
Equally important is to implement the social protection system in targeted manner and in line with social protection laws.  
During the last two days, the Technical Working Group has identified national priorities for each social protection guarantee, we will hear more in detail later.
 
I hope that while you discuss the priorities you will also examine ways to better target the population in need of social protection, effective implementation and how to finance these priorities from various sources, especially domestic sources including private sector.   
I wish you all the best in continuing the dialogue process.
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