


extremely delighted that he travelled all the way from Germany to
Myanmar to be with us today.

Our second expert is Ms Lou Tessier. Lou Tessier is the Social
Protection Coordinator at the “International Labour Office” in
Yangon. In thic capacity, she is responsible in supporting the
Myanmar government to draft its social protection policies. As you
probably know, the Myanmar government is currently reforming its
policies in this area. Lou Tessier has gained a thorough
understanding of the politics and policies of the government and
will share her "nowledge with you later on.

Eventually, it v/ill be up to you, the honorable members of
parliament, to decide on the direction of social policies in your

country.

7. Before handing over please allow me to provide you with some
short backarouind information on the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung
(FES). FES i 2 German Political Foundation, in fact we are the
first, oldest and biggest foundation from Germany. Unlike most
foreign organisations in Myanmar, we are not a newcomer to your
country. FES has been supportive of Myanmar policy and
development nromotion since the early 1990s — and continued to
do so even during the times of sanctions.

FES is an imncrtant member of the family of Social Democracy — in
Germany, Eurcone and the World. In Germany we are closely
affiliated to the Social Democratic Party — the ruling party in
government right now in Germany. As social democratic
foundation, we believe in and are committed to the values of social
justice and p - 2.

. One importan! ineans to achieve social stability is by establishing
just policies for social protection. At FES we believe — and
empirical evidence is supporting this — that there is no social
stability withot sufficient social protection.

10. For this reas n, we are very glad to engage with you on this
topic. FES h=as & very large international network of experts and







