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• Based on the World Social Protection Database 
comprises information from 214 countries and 
territories

• Data come mainly from the ILO Social Security 
Inquiry (SSI), an administrative survey compiled 
by the ILO from countries since 1949, regularly 
updated

• Complemented with data from the International 
Social Security Association (ISSA), the World Bank, 
OECD, Eurostat, IMF, ECLAC, ADB, and 
AfDB,others

• Global overview on trends in social protection systems, including floors, following a 
lifecycle approach

• Social protection includes child and family benefits, maternity protection, 
unemployment support, employment injury benefits, sickness benefits, health 
protection, disability benefits, survivors’ benefits and old-age pensions, in cash or in 
kind

• New estimates on effective social protection coverage to monitor SDG target 1.3

World Social Protection Report 2017–2019



SDG Target 1.3: 
“Implement nationally appropriate social 
protection systems and measures for all, including 
floors, and by 2030 achieve substantial coverage 
of the poor and the vulnerable”

Social protection in the Sustainable Development 
Agenda (SDGs) to leave no one behind

SDG Indicator 1.3.1:
Proportion of population covered 

by social protection systems and floors, 
by sex, distinguishing children, 

unemployed persons, older persons, 
persons with disabilities, pregnant 

women with newborns, work-injury 
victims and the poor and the vulnerable

Fully aligned with the ILO Social Protection Floors 
Recommendation, 2012 (No. 202), endorsed by 
the UN

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Social protection is fundamental to achieving the SDGs
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) adopted at the United Nations General Assembly in 2015, reflect the joint commitment of countries to “implement nationally appropriate social protection systems for all, including floors” for reducing and preventing poverty (SDG 1.3). 

This report provides a baseline for the monitoring of SDG targets related to social protection, especially SDG indicator 1.3.1. 

SDGs related to social protection

SDG 1.3: Reduce poverty and vulnerability
SDG 3.8: Improve health outcomes 
SDG 5.4: Contribute to reducing gender inequality
SDG 8.5: Promote decent work
SDG 10.4: Promote inclusive and sustained growth 



http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:3065524


Social security is a universal human right, but…

If we consider all areas of social protection from child benefits to old-age pensions

5.2 billion people
(71%) are not, or only partially, protected

Only 29%
of the global population has access
to comprehensive social protection

of the world population is covered
by at least one social protection
benefit (SDG indicator 1.3.1)

4 billion people
(55%) are still unprotected

Only 45%

SDG indicator 1.3.1

Source: ILO World Social Protection Report 2017-19, mainly based on Social Security Inquiry

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Only 45% of the world population is covered by at least one social protection benefit (SDG indicator 1.3.1).
55% (4 billion people) are still unprotected

If we consider all areas of social protection, only 29% of the global population has adequate access to social protection.
The large majority – 71 per cent, or 5.2 billion people – are not, or only partially, protected. 




http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/ShowWiki.action?id=594


Large coverage gaps, 
particularly in Africa, Arab States and Asia

SDG indicator 1.3.1: Effective social protection coverage, 
population covered by at least one social protection benefit (%)

The SDGs call for 
universal social 

protection. More 
efforts are needed 
to extend coverage 

and ensure 
adequate benefits 

SDG indicator 1.3.1
Source: ILO World Social Protection Report 2017-19, mainly based on Social Security Inquiry

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many countries have made progress towards universal social protection but there are still large coverage gaps in Africa and Asia
Figure shows SDG indicator 1.3.1: Effective social protection coverage, population covered by at least one social protection benefit

The SDGs call for universal social protection. 
Countries have a responsibility to guarantee at least a basic level of social security – a social protection floor – for all, as part of their social protection systems. 
Many countries have already achieved universal protection, but more efforts are needed to extend coverage and ensure adequate benefits. 

http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourcePDF.action?ressource.ressourceId=54887


But developing countries rapidly expanding social 
protection - many achieved universal coverage, 

generally combining social insurance and social assistance 

• Argentina
• Azerbaijan
• Belarus
• Bolivia
• Botswana
• Brazil
• Cabo Verde
• Chile
• China
• Cook Islands
• Georgia

• Guyana
• Kazakhstan
• Kiribati 
• Kosovo
• Kyrgyz 

Republic
• Lesotho
• Maldives
• Mauritius
• Mongolia
• Namibia

• South Africa
• Swaziland
• Tanzania 

(Zanzibar)
• Thailand
• Timor-Leste
• Trinidad and  

Tobago
• Ukraine
• Uruguay
• Uzbekistan

Source: www.universal.social-protection.org

Example: China
Expansion of old-age 

pension coverage 
over 2001-2013

http://www.universal.social-protection.org/


Social protection for 
children and families

6



Almost two-thirds of children globally are not covered

Without social protection, 
children: 
• May not be able to go to 

school or access health 
• Less well nourished  
• At risk of child labor
• Lower human capital, lower 

future productivity

SDG indicator 1.3.1 on effective coverage
for children and families

1.3 billion children

Only 35% of children worldwide
enjoy effective access to social protection

are still unprotected
SDG indicator 1.3.1

Source: ILO World Social Protection Report 2017-19, mainly based on Social Security Inquiry

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Social protection systems, and floors, ensure that children can realize their full potential and enjoy an adequate standard of living; they play an important role in lifting children out of poverty, and improving their health and overall well-being

35 per cent of children globally receive social protection benefits, with significant regional disparities: while 87 per cent of children in Europe and Central Asia and 66 per cent in the Americas receive benefits, this is the case for only 28 per cent of children in Asia and 16 per cent in Africa. 
1.3 billion children are still unprotected

http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourcePDF.action?ressource.ressourceId=54887


Significant underinvestment in children

1.1%
On average, only

of GDP is allocated 
to social protection 

for children
Source: ILO World Social Protection Report 2017-19, mainly based on Social Security Inquiry

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Data on social protection expenditure for children in 139 countries show that, on average, 1.1 per cent of GDP is spent on child benefits
Large regional disparities, from 0.1 per cent in North Africa and the Arab States to 2.5 per cent in Europe.
Significant underinvestment in children

http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourcePDF.action?ressource.ressourceId=54887


Main trends in social protection for children

• Universal social protection for children achieved in 
some countries, such as Argentina, Chile and
Mongolia; many other countries extending 
coverage

• Other countries undergoing austerity or fiscal 
consolidation cut allowances, narrow-target to the 
poor and limit coverage, excluding children from
their right to social protection

Significant efforts are needed so that short-term 
fiscal adjustment does not undermine long-term 
progress !

Source: ILO World Social Protection Report 2017-19

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A positive trend is the expansion of cash transfers for children. Countries which have made great strides towards universal social protection coverage include Argentina, Brazil, Chile and Mongolia. 
Despite progress, a number of countries undergoing fiscal consolidation policies are cutting allowances, often narrow-targeting child benefits to the poor, excluding vulnerable children from their right to social protection.  

Fiscal consolidation policies, often narrow-targeting benefits to the poor, undermine the progress on income security for children
Country examples: UK and Mongolia
More investments are needed to increase coverage and adequacy of benefits 


http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourcePDF.action?ressource.ressourceId=54887


Social protection for 
women and men of 
working age

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Social protection plays a key role in ensuring income security for women and men of working age, in the form of maternity protection, unemployment support, employment injury protection, and disability benefits. 



41%
of mothers with newborns 
worldwide receive a 
maternity cash benefit

59% of mothers with newborns remain uncovered

83 million 
new mothers are still unprotected

SDG indicator 1.3.1 on effective coverage for mothers with newborns

SDG indicator 1.3.1
Source: ILO World Social Protection Report 2017-19, mainly based on Social Security Inquiry

Universal maternity coverage was achieved 
in Ukraine and Uruguay

Significant progress was achieved in 
Argentina, Mongolia and South Africa

Large coverage and adequacy gaps remain 
in many parts of the world

Mothers without benefits tend to deliver at 
home and work the next day

Parental leave (including paternity leave) 
also critical for gender equality 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Maternity protection ensures income security for pregnant women and mothers of newborn children and their families, and also effective access to quality maternal and child health care. It also promotes equality in employment and occupation.

Only 41.1% of women in employment worldwide receive a maternity benefit. 83 million new mothers remain uncovered.
Adequacy of cash benefits provided during maternity leave is essential to ensure income security

Progress has been achieved in many countries, including Argentina, Colombia, Mongolia, South Africa; universal effective maternity coverage has been achieved in Ukraine and Uruguay 
Examples: 
In South Africa, maternity and unemployment protection was extended to domestic and seasonal workers in 2003. After five years, 633,000 domestic workers were registered, and 324,000 had received benefits. 
In Mongolia, universal coverage was achieved through a combination of contribution and tax funding. Formal employees are covered by social insurance on a mandatory basis  and receive a replacement rate of 100 per cent of their covered wage for four months. Maternity cash benefits under the Social Welfare Scheme are provided to all pregnant women. The benefit, equivalent to approximately US$20 per month (2015) is paid from the fifth month of pregnancy for 12 months
Large coverage and adequacy gaps remain in many parts of the world
Maternity protection contributes to gender equality
Many countries also extend paternity leave

http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourcePDF.action?ressource.ressourceId=54887


Only one in five 
unemployed workers 
worldwide are covered by 
unemployment benefits

152 million unemployed workers are unprotected

of unemployed 
workers worldwide 

are not covered

78%

SDG indicator 1.3.1 on effective coverage for unemployed persons

unemployed receiving unemployment cash benefits (%)

SDG indicator 1.3.1
Source: ILO World Social Protection Report 2017-19, mainly based on Social Security Inquiry

Expansion of unemployment protection in 
various middle- and low-income countries, such 

as in Cabo Verde and Vietnam

Scaling down of protection in other countries, 
often as a result of austerity policies

Unemployment protection can support structural 
change of the economy

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Unemployment protection schemes provide income support to unemployed workers and can be achieved through unemployment insurance or assistance, and employment guarantee programmes, complemented by minimum income guarantee programmes.
Only 21.8 per cent of unemployed workers worldwide actually receive unemployment benefits, and regional differences are large, with effective coverage ranging from 42.5 per cent of unemployed workers in Europe and Central Asia to only 5.6 per cent in Africa. 
Various middle- and low-income countries have strengthened their unemployment protection policies by introducing unemployment insurance schemes and expanding their scope
Progress in a number of countries, e.g. Cabo Verde, Jordan, Kuwait, Lao PDR, Mauritius, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, South Africa and Vietnam
Cabo Verde introduced a contributory unemployment benefit scheme in 2016.
Viet Nam initiated an employment insurance scheme in 2009 and reformed it in 2013 to increase coverage, and strengthen links between unemployment benefits and active labour market policies, in particular return-to-work programmes and employment-retention support



http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourcePDF.action?ressource.ressourceId=54887


Social protection for 
persons with 
disabilities

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Providing social protection persons with disabilities to ensure employment, income security and independent living



72% of persons with disabilities worldwide 
are not protected 

28% of persons with disabilities haveOnly
effective access to disability benefits

SDG indicator 1.3.1 on effective coverage for persons with severe disabilities

persons with severe disabilities receiving a disability cash benefit (%)

SDG indicator 1.3.1

Social protection for 
persons with disabilities 

ensures their income 
security, promotes 

independent living and 
access to decent work

Source: ILO World Social Protection Report 2017-19, mainly based on Social Security Inquiry

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Social protection for persons with disabilities ensures their income security, promotes independent living and access to decent work
Effective social protection measures to protect persons with disabilities and promote independent living and access to decent work are a precondition for achieving the SDGs and human rights.
27.8 per cent of persons with severe disabilities worldwide receive a disability benefit, with large regional variation

http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourcePDF.action?ressource.ressourceId=54887


Social protection 
for older persons



SDG indicator 1.3.1 on effective coverage for older persons

Significant expansion of old-age pensions

SDG indicator 1.3.1
Source: ILO, World Social Protection Report 2017-19, mainly based on Social Security Inquiry

20% of older persons

68% of older persons receive a pension worldwide 

in most low-income countries receive a pension 
Only

Old-age pensions are 
essential in ensuring 
income security for 
women and men as 

they grow older

Those uncovered tend 
to work until death

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pensions for older women and men are the most widespread form of social protection in the world, and a key element in SDG 1.3. 
At a global level, 68 per cent of people above retirement age receive a In most low-income countries, less than 20 per cent of older persons over statutory retirement age receive a pension. pension, either contributory or non-contributory.
However, the right to social protection of older persons is not yet a reality for many. 

http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourcePDF.action?ressource.ressourceId=54887


Overview of old-age pension schemes

Source: ILO, World Social Protection Report 2017-19

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The vast majority of countries (186 out of 192 countries for which information is available) provide pensions in the form of a periodic cash benefit through at least one scheme and often through a combination of different types of contributory and non-contributory schemes (see figure 4.1). The remaining six countries do not offer periodic benefits; some provide lump-sum benefits through provident funds or similar programmes.
The combination of contributory and non-contributory schemes is the most predominant form of organization of pension systems in the world: 101 countries feature both contributory and non-contributory pension schemes.


http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourcePDF.action?ressource.ressourceId=54887


55% (4 billion)
are still unprotected

The challenge for the future: 
closing persistent coverage gaps… 

and ensuring adequate benefits 

Extend coverage to those in the informal 
economy and facilitate their transition to the 

formal economy  

Strengthen national social protection systems, 
including floors

Ensure benefit adequacy

45%
of the world population is covered by 
at least one social protection benefit 

(SDG indicator 1.3.1).

Only

More efforts are needed:

SDG indicator 1.3.1

ILO’s two-dimensional 
social security extension strategy

Social protection floor

Social Insurance

Complementary 
provision

Source: ILO, World Social Protection Report 2017-19, mainly based on Social Security Inquiry

55%

45%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Still, 55% of the global population (4 billion people) are left without social protection
Many of those not sufficiently protected live in poverty, which despite significant progress, still affects 10.7 per cent of the global population, or 767 million people

More efforts are necessary 
to strengthen national social protection systems, including social protection floors
To extend coverage to those in the informal economy and facilitate their transition to the formal economy 
And to ensure benefit adequacy to bring people out of poverty and insecurity.


http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourcePDF.action?ressource.ressourceId=54887


Year: 1900 Year: 1920

Year: 1940 Year: 1960

Year: 1980 Year: 2015

Social protection systems: a story of success over 100 years

Scope of legal coverage

Comprehensive scope (all 8 policy areas)

Nearly comprehensive scope (7 policy areas)

Intermediate scope (5–6 policy areas)

Limited scope (1–4 policy areas)

No data
Source: ILO, World Social Protection Report 2017-19

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since the beginning of the 20th century, significant progress has been made: from early steps taken in a number of pioneer countries, the world has seen social protection systems develop at an impressive pace. 
At present, most countries have in place social protection schemes anchored in national legislation covering all or most policy areas of social protection, although in some cases these cover only a minority of their populations 
Despite progress, large gaps remain in parts of Asia and Africa.

http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourcePDF.action?ressource.ressourceId=54887


Thank You
World Social Protection Report 2017-19: 

Universal social protection to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals 

http://www.social-protection.org

http://www.ilo.org/global/research/global-reports/world-social-security-report/2017-19/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.social-protection.org/
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