March 2nd 2005

Haiti Living Conditions Survey
   In the years 2000/2001 the Haiti Living Conditions Survey (HLCS) was implemented and completed and has following been converted to 15 SPSS files. These files are dated 10.06.2004 and named Base de Données Mars. The files have not been officially released, but have been obtained directly from the national Haitian statistical agency Institut Haitien de Statistique et d’Informatique (IHSI). 
Having worked with the HLCS data for some time a number of serious flaws has been found. The most important flaw relates to the variable describing the metropolitan-urban-rural status of a household/individual. More specifically these data flaws are:
Status of Residence (Resid)
The Resid variable indicates the status of residence for a household or individual. Considering the main household file, a household may for example be defined as living in a rural area. At the same time in the population file, describing each of the individuals in the same household, the supposedly same variable, Resid, do in many cases indicate the area instead as being urban or vice versa. Table 1 shows the inconsistency, but in fact the problem is more severe than the numbers suggest as the change is not consistently from rural to urban, but as mentioned also the other way around. This inconsistence has not been noted earlier, hence the tabulation publication Enquete sur Les Conditions de vie en Haiti by IHSI, UNDP, and FAFO (2003) contains the error i.e. the inconsistency of defining residence status. This may also mean that other publications based on HLCS contain these errors and can therefore not be used for comparison when the specific variable has been involved. In the remaining data files both editions of the Resid variable occur, however, also a third edition appears. This third edition is similar but not identical to the Resid variable from the population file. 
	
	HLCS

	 
	freq. (population)
	Individuals (population)
	freq. (household)

	Metropolitan
	1002
	4476
	1002

	Urban
	1168
	5432
	1541

	Rural
	5016
	23099
	4643

	Total
	7186
	33007
	7186


Table 1
Based on a contact person from IHSI it has been confirmed the Resid variable was changed at some time during the data preparation process, but by mistake it has not been changed throughout the data set. 
It is relatively certain the household file contains the newest version of Resid. The IHSI has recognized there is a major problem and the data will not be distributed further until rechecked. 

Number of Household Members (AC5)
AC5 indicates the number of household members. In the population file this number is in a large number of cases too high compared to the actual number of persons occurring in the survey from a particular household. Hence, the household file contains the correct value of AC5. Nevertheless there is no explanation as to whether these missing individuals (according to the population file) have simply been deleted because of lacking information.
Age (HR6)
HR6 indicates age. In a number of cases individuals aged less than 12 and even as low as 0 years are indicated as household heads. An explanation for this remains unknown.
Possessions (HE21a_1-25/HE21_1-25)
In the household file HE21_1-25 are by mistake duplicated so they also appear as HE21a_1-25. The latter variables, however, contain a large number of missing values while HE21_1-25 do not.

General Observations

Besides the abovementioned problems there are some strange, but not systematic flaws. For instance, a specific household (#4899) consists of six people of which four are 97 years old. Of the four, two are married and the other two their children. The remaining two family members are also the son or daughter of the household head, but just 2 years of age. Whether it is the age variable, HR6, or family relations that is false is hard to say, but indications are that HR6 is not fully reliable. 
I have so far practically only been working on the two main data sets and can therefore not comment on potential problems in the remaining files.  
Michael Justesen

