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1. PROBLEM ANALYSIS

Although Cambodia has made considerable progress in expanding basic education in recent years, major concerns still remain related to high dropout and low retention, and an acute shortage of trained teachers, especially in remote rural areas. 

In the region, Cambodia has the lowest rate of literacy with 26% of the adult population being illiterate, and has one of the highest dropout rates in the East Asia region. The national primary Net Enrolment Rate (NER) stands at an impressive 94.8
 percent, however, dropout rates remain at levels of concern. On average, only 6 out of 10 children entering primary school survive till grade six and close to only 3 in remote rural areas and less than half of these continue on to lower secondary education. High levels of primary gross admission of 125 percent are generally indicative of high levels of over-age enrolment which mainly contribute to school drop out later on. Child labour remains a significant challenge in Cambodia, as an estimated 1.4 million or 52% of children aged between 7 and 14 are economically active, and over 310,000 Cambodian children now engaged in the worst forms of child labour.

	Outcome 

	Food-insecure households improve the education of their children

	Performance Indicators

	Absolute enrolment: number of boys and girls enrolled in WFP-assisted primary schools 

	Net enrolment rate: percentage of primary school age boys and girls enrolled in WFP-assisted districts 

	Attendance rate: percentage of boys and girls attending classes in WFP-assisted primary schools

	Ratio of girls to boys enrolled in WFP-assisted schools


2.  WFP RESPONSE

Improved access to basic primary education, especially for girls, is central to sustained social and economic recovery. Education activities, therefore, constitute 52% of WFP’s total resources in 2009/10 and are implemented in 12 out of the country's 24 provinces where the three combined indicators of education, health and income are low. WFP education activities include a School Meals Programme and Food Scholarship-Take Home Ration scheme. 

School meals, implemented by local government and school committees with support from NGOs, provides a daily hot breakfast for students throughout the year; it is an incentive for children from poor families to enrol in school, attend class regularly and complete their education. It also helps to mitigate short-term hunger and improve concentration. The number of beneficiaries has been gradually increasing since the introduction of the programme in 1999 with approximately 657,000 beneficiaries supported annually under the current PRRO lasting from January 2008 to June 2011. Monthly take-home rations are provided to those poor families, especially girls who are in grades 4, 5, and 6 as an income-based incentive to encourage parents to send their daughters to school. Over 20,000 poor students in grade 4 to 6 benefited from the Food Scholarship-Take Home Ration scheme during the 2009-2010 school year.
3. PROGRAMME IMPACT

The long-term objective of WFP’s interventions is to contribute to the government policy of ensuring "Education for All" through the achievement of universal primary education by 2015 (MDG 2), and to support the strategic priorities of the Education Strategic Plan 2009-2013. The immediate objectives are to ensure regular attendance and improve retention in primary schools of children from poor food insecure households.  

Partnerships are critical to maximizing impact, ensuring the sustainability of programme interventions and facilitating local ownership. WFP provides food assistance to all six UNICEF priority provinces and collaborates with 8 NGOs in other areas, including KAPE, School Aid Japan, For the Smile of a Child, Cambodian Women in Crisis Center, Samaritan Purse and World Vision. In addition, WFP-supported schools receive other WFP’s non food items support such as vegetable seeds, agricultural tools, fuel efficient stove, tree planting, wells, latrines, etc., with other complementary support from UNICEF and other NGOs in the area of water and sanitation, training on general hygiene, capacity building of teachers and school directors and provision of some other non food items. 

WFP education activities have brought various positive impacts on education for poor children, especially girls. School meals has resulted in increased enrolment and attendance rates: net enrolment rate is 95.5% as an average for all WFP- assisted districts in the 2009-2010 school year, while net enrolment nationwide was only 94.8%. In addition, the SFP helps address immediate hunger and improve learning capacity as well as nutrition status of those vulnerable children. Take home rations also had positive impacts in reducing drop-out rates and increasing completion rates. 
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