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Global Social Policies: Redistribution, Regulation, and Rights

REDISTRIBUTION

Initiatives concerned with global redistribution neeprimarily reactions to the global
economic and financial crisis. The OECD launchetea websiteon the crisi§ including a
“strategic responsefd the crisié. The latter says, amongst other things: “To maKaiier,
we need to share the benefits of prosperity by:stiowg employment and social inclusions,
fostering development and providing adequate educand health careFurther, the OECD
Development Centre publishedstudy that demands the financial crisis should provoke a
thorough re-examination of the conditions placediohto developing countries. “In the wake
of the financial crisis, the study calls for moredasty from the donor community when
defining “good” and “bad” practices. Recipient ctas also need to say ‘no’ more often to
aid with excessive strings attach&éd4owever IMF lending practices continue to be regdr
by critics as mainly unchanged and largely pro4cgtirather than counter-cyclical (Digest
9.3).

The UNCTADTrade and Development Rep@Q09 also focuses on the world financial crisis
and its effects both on developed and developinmiries. Thereport overviewclaims that
"the current crisis is due to the predominance inérfce over productive sectors of the
economy where real wealth is created. This was npadsible by policymakers' euphoria
over the efficiency of free markets.” The overviemphasizes also "the imperative need for
reform of the international monetary and finan@gbktem" in order to stabilize trade and
financial relationd

UNICEF and the UK basedDI® hosted a conferendehe global economic crisis — including
children in the policy respon&ét took place November 9-10, 2009 in London, UKchBing
the 1987 call by UNICEF (Richard Jolly) for Adjustnt with a Human face, Isabel Ortiz of
UNICEF’s policy division called for aecovery with a human fate

UNESCO’sMOST Programmalso reviewed the social dimensions of the ctisis

The UN'’s World Economic and Social Survey 20@6alt with sustainable development,
trying to bridge environmental and developmentaioswns®. It aims to push for an agenda of
low-carbon high-growth plans, advertised asSEW MARSHALL PLAN: ‘This potentially
win-win strategy will require the readiness of theernational community to step up to the
plate with multilateral financing on a much largeale than has been forthcoming to date and
new approaches to transferring technology from ticpoor countries

The accord agreed between USA, Brazil, China, ladid South Africa, “recognised” by the
UN climate conference in itBnal communiquésays (para 8) the rich countries will jointly
mobilise $100bn annually by 2020 , drawing on aetgrof sources: "public and private,
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bilateral and multilateral, including alternativeusces of finance." A main stumbling block
during the Copenhagen Climate Change Summit has peeisely whether the new monies
offered by the Global North is in addition to tHeeady promised increases in AID or merely
to be counted as part of that aid. The final comoui says that “scaled up, new and
additional, predictable and adequate funding...shb® provided to developing
countries...(and) will be delivered through effeetand efficient fund arrangements, with a
governance structure providing for equal represemaof developed and developing
countries. A significant portion of such fundingositd flow through the Copenhagen Green
Climate Fund”. Para 9 added “to this end, a Highidid’anel will be established under the
guidance of and accountable to the ConferenceeoPHrties to study the contribution of the
potential sources of revenue including alternaseerces of finance, towards meeting this
goal. So, despite the failure to reach a legaleagemt progress on global funding does seem
to have been made during the conference and nadliagd in the final “accord®

UNRISD convened aonferencan November on the social and political dimensiohshe
crisis and one panel addressed the implicationglfaval financing of rescue packages for
developing countries and the implications for &dch speaker called for a global financial
transaction tax to fund the MDGs, climate changap#ation and a fiscal stimulus for poorer
countries. “If donors want to escape their incnegl$i unmet aid commitments and if
recipient countries want to be free of aid depenyehen the search both technically and
politically for sources of global funds to aid ass&e global redistribution project become of
central importancé?®,

Initially there were divisions in Europe over suefobin tax proposaf but subsequently
UK Gordon Browncalled for a global transaction tax albeit to oplyy for the costs of
rescuing the Banka The IMF has been tasked by the G20 meeting iteBeger to report on
its feasibility by March 201¢’. Meanwhile the “Leading Group of countries” esistiéd a
Taskforce on International Financial Transactiond ®evelopmentvhich met for the first
time on October 22nd 2060 Campaign organisatioreall for the proceeds of any such tax to
be used for a range of development and climategehaeeds and not just the replenishment
of the coffers of Northern governments who bailetitbe bank.

The need for such funds to be used for the MDGmasle clear as the MDG Taskforce
published'Strengthening the Global Partnership for Developra a Time of Crisis*The
report highlighted a gap of $35 billion per yeartba 2005 pledge on annual aid flows made
by the Group of Eight (G8) industrialized countriesGleneagles, including a $20 billion
annual shortfall on commitments to Africa’

Other global redistributive mechanisms continueb® discussed and extended. Gordon
Brown unveiled thexpansion of the International Finance Facility fimmunisation (Iffim)

at the UN in New York. The additional funds will lnsed for the first time to fund health
service delivery systems and not just dffigéSee also health section). The original Global
Fund for  AIDS/TB/Malaria  produced its end of year  resuffs
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/pressreleases/?p@®1130reporting that $2.4 billion in
new grants approvétbut that 95 countries applied forants for a total $4.8 billidi




Meanwhile the IMF produced working papers on reandes: “Fiscal Sustainability in
Remittance-Dependent Econonifsand “Determinants and Macroeconomic Impact of
Remittances in Sub-Saharan Afrié2’At the same time a UN agency calls for harnessing
untapped potentiaf remittance?.

The actual negative impact of the crisis on poomemtries has been reviewed by tive?’
and theCentre for Global Developmefit

On aid and aid effectiveness, a number of pubboatihave been published. Owen Barden,
discusses theenefits of markets and networks for @idThe OECD publishe@etter Aid.
Improving Incentives in Donor Agenci®saddressing the need for donors and partner
countries to commit strengthening incentives fairtgencies to work toward harmonisation,
alignment and results. Sebastian Paulo and HelneigeR presentliverging perspectives
about the role of new donors, such as China anid¥ndeanwhileSweden ranks firdt in
the2009 Commitment to Development Indéx

REGULATION

Also in response to the global crisis policy distass about regulating aspects of the global
economy continue in terms of taxation policy, migna policy, the banking and financial
sector and corporate behaviour generally. The G&68bBrg Summit in September reported
Greater Transparency and International Cooperatidrax Matters. Th&G's Report noted
“unprecedented action to implement the OECD iretlaand now globally endorsed standards
of transparency and exchange of information intatters®*. Despite such progress a French
National Assembly Cross-partgport on tax havensexplains the continuing problem posed
by thent®. Similar is theTUC report®® on UK tax avoidance’’. There was also the Global
Financial Integrity’s report onllicit Financial Flows from Developing Countries:. 2002-
2006° . The Tax Justice network continues to exposentiey scandalsassociated with off-
shore financial activity but also sees the possibility of progress throtigh UN tax
committee discussion®. This committee met for itifth annual sessionbetween 19th and
23rd Octobet' and considered againdaaft proposal for a voluntary code of conduct on
cooperation in combating international tax evaioThere is a new project odapping
Secret Jurisdictiong”.

The problem of how to regulate and manage migrdtaws for the benefit of all generated a
flurry of reports. The Second Conference on International Migration andvéepment
supported by the World Bank Migration and Develophferogram and the Agence Francaise
de Développement, took place in September at thehatiquartefd. The UNDP released
the Human Development Report 2009 — Overcoming Barri¢teman Mobility and
Developmerif. The OECD publishedrhe Future of International Migration to OECD
Countriesexploring future social, economic and environmefdates attracting migrants to
come to OECD countrié% The ILO produced Facing the global jobs crisis: Migrant
workers, a population at ri¢k’ Lets talk about skills flow and not brain draiys@aCGDEV
reporf® .TheEigth Coordinating Meeting on International Migmatitook place in New York,
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16-17 November 2009, intended to address the foligvissues: to assess the impact of
economic and financial crisis on international ratgim; to review initiatives to strengthen the
evidence base on international migration and deveémt; and to exchange information
about United Nations entities and other relevatgrimational organizations on current and
planned activities in the area of international raiipn and developmefit

In terms of concrete policy initiatives and acttbere is UNICEF and ILO’Sraining Manual
to fight trafficking in children for labour, sexuahd other forms of exploitatioh

December saw the launch of the fiEsiropean Social Watch Report on Migrati@arhich
focuses on the links between migration and devetsgmThe report contains 30 articles
ondifferent aspects of migration and the role timgrants play — both as contributors to
Europe, and to the development of their countrfesrigin®®.

The United Nations Global Compact and the OECD haeently begun to enhance their
collaborative effortsparticularly in countries that have both Globaih@pact Local Networks
and National Contact Points (“NCPs”) on the OECD idelines for Multinational
Enterprises?

Meanwhile Guidelineshave been produced on cooperation between UN asitddss sector
which specify among other things that the UN wibt mngage with Business Sector entities
that are complicit in human rights abuses, tolefateed or compulsory labour or the use of
child labour, are involved in the sale or manufeetaf anti-personnel landmines or cluster
bombs, or otherwise do not meet relevant obligati@uired by the UN. At the same time
the number of companies delisted since 2008 fouraito meet the UN Global Compact’s
mandatory annual reporting requirement, has nowgquh$,000. As part of the announcement,
the Global Compact Office also releasefiltlisting of the 1,004 companies delisted as of 6
October

An agreementvas reached on T3November to a mechanism to monitor implementatibn
the United Nations Convention against Corruptiohccording to UN Office on Drugs and
Crime (UNODC) the legally binding Convention obkgel42 States to prevent and
criminalize corruption, promote international coggi®n, recover stolen assets, and improve
technical assistance and information exchange. Utndenew mechanism, all States will be
monitored every five years to see how they aradjvip to their obligatiortd4 The UNODC
reported on the Anti-corruption policies and measures oé tRortune Global 508
Meanwhile on the side of business comes thaNorid bank’s‘Doing Business report 2010:
reforming through difficult times®®

Finally the period covered by this Digest saw a bhemof initiatives to encourage the
Banking and Finance Sector to be more sociallyamsiple by reigning in bank bonuses, by
giving priority to customer lending rather thandite gambling. The Bretton Woods Project
convened aconferenceon Recovery Towards What: Finance, Justice, Sustdibahin
Novembe?r’. A keynote speechwas delivered by Jomo K S of UNDESA based on his
involvement in the Stiglitz UN Commission on theoB4l Financial CrisfS.




RIGHTS

The Human Rights Council convened in December fit#¢ meeting of the Open-ended
Working Group to explore the possibility of elabiimg an optional protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child which woulerpit of individual complaints to be
consideretf.

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon marked the 10th amsary of the International Day for the
Elimination of Violence against Women on Novembd¥ By launching éNetwork of Men
Leaders a major new initiative bringing together curremtd former politicians, activists,
religious and community figures to combat the glgizmdemié’.

Linking these two types of rights was the ConfeeeriBridging the Divide between Women's
and Children's Human Righheld on December 03-04 2009 in LonfbrThe anniversaries
of two important bodies ofuman rights legislatignthe Convention on the Rights of the
Child (CRC 1989) and the Convention on the Elimorabf Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW 1979) triggered this conference which wascawned how separate the two
constituencies appear to be, with little co-ordorator consultation occurring across the
divide over areas of common or overlapping contern

Meanwhile the new Committee on the Rights of Pessgith Disabilities meeting on 19-23
October draftedquidelineson the documents to be submitted by states undietea35,
paragraph 1, of the Convention on the Rights o§étes with Disabilitie¥.

Not yet recognised by the UN system is thght to palliative car®¥. The campaign for this
new righthas progressed in Afriaecently”.

In heraddressas UN High Commissioner for Human Rights to the™ $ession of HHRR
Council Ms Pillay focussed among other topics astuimination against the Roma; saying
“my Office has received credible reports regardangumber of fatal attacks against Roma in
Hungary. lll-treatment of Roma by police has beeported in Slovakia and elsewhere. In
Italy, there has been abundant documentation dafricighation and degrading treatment
affecting the Roma population. Available informatimdicates that in Bulgaria many Roma
have limited access to the health care system bedhaey lack identity documents and health
insurance. Problems in the area of education fan&ahildren have been recorded, for
example, in the Czech Republi®".



UNICEF ‘Progress for Children’report published in September addresses chilcegtion
issues and is able to note some progress. “For geann some countries where child
marriage has been commonplace, girls are now getterried at a later age. Data also show
that female genital mutilation/cutting has decliedecent decade’”

The UN markedHuman Rights Day on Non-discriminaticat 10 December 2089 GA
President Ali Trekisaid: “Millions of human beings continue to fightdaily battle against
discrimination to gain access to education, hesgtirices and decent work. The realization of
all human rights, social, economic and culturahtsg as well as civil and political rights, is
hampered by discriminatiort®

In the field of human rights and corporations thisréhe“Report on Corporate Law Tools
and Human Rights® “Operationalising human rights: how hard are comeantrying "
and two newreportson human rights reporting for businEssAlso of note is the release of
the book “Civilising Globalisation: Human Rights and the Gi#dtEconomy”® and newer
commitmentgo Clinton’s Global Initiativé’.

Global Social Governance

The G8 has now, with the September Pittsburgh stngivien way to the G20 as the most
important club of countries. Eurodad therefore pted “From London to Pittsburgh:
assessing G20 action for developing countrfésHere you can find thénal statemenof
G20 meeting andcommentsrom Eurodad’.

However in terms of the global governance progeswistsstill criticise the G20 group for
not representing the world’s poorest and developmgtrie$®. This criticism has been raised
as well byAfrican Ministers® andother§®.So for now the future of international economic
governance and financial reform continues to beatiebseparately at the United Nations and
the G20, butittle progress is being matfe

The Centre for Global Developmetmmentghat “insiders can only be disappointed about
the contrast between the ascendancy of the mohesine and representative although not
perfect G-20 and the timidity of planned reformgha Bretton Woods institutions to make
them more inclusive and representative. First thROGheads of government let stand the
antiquated and embarrassing quota formula at the. IM the World Bank, the promised
three percentage point increase in voting powerdmreloping countries fails to go to the
heart of the matter, which is about overall infloemnd sense of ownersHip”

Civil society positions on IMF reform are summadsen a Report on civil society
consultations with the IME. A report of the High-Level Commission on Modeatipn of
World Bank Group Governandeepowering the World Bank for the*2Centuryhas been
released naming three important shortcomings oB#iak’s, namely its strategy formulation,
voice and participation and accountabfifty




In terms of the role of the UN in Global governatite outgoing UNGA president’s address
asked for acomplete overhaul of the URiand the new GA president called for the
strengthening of the 192-member b&tySarkozy warning thatime is running outfor
governance reforfd and Obama address to UNGA promisingeav chapter of international
cooperatiof. Of note was thepeecHrom the President of the People’s Republic ofn@ff.
North African leaders call for wide-scale UN reform ensure the voices of developing
countries, including a strengthening of the ECOSME GA,

Concretely in a step towards one-UN it is to essaldinglenew agency to deal with rights of
women’’. The resolution means the UN Development FundVitmmen UNIFEM)%? the
Division for the Advancement of Women, the Offidetlee Special Adviser on Gender Issues
and the UN International Research and Trainingitlriet for the Advancement of Women
(UN-INSTRAW)®® will be merged. And at the level of within countrpoperationDeputy
Secretary-General Asha-Rose Migiro opengghtheringin the Rwandan capital that brought
together the eight pilot countries taking part e tUnited Nations initiative that seeks to
better coordinate development activities at thentgulevel and avoid duplication. Albania,
Cape Verde, Mozambique, Pakistan, Rwanda, Tanzénieguay and Viet Nam volunteered
in 2006 to participate in the “One UN” programmehigh aims to speed up development
operations to help achieve the Millennium Developt®oals*,

The final Report of the (Stiglitz) Commission of Experts @ioRns of the International
Financial Systemwhich was trailed in GSP Digest 9.2 and 9.3 wasdliplied in September..
This report ranges broadly -- from system-relatadses of the crisis to the lack of political
accountability in the global response. The repooppses a structural change in the financial
system in order to regulate the post-crisis gl@gtanomy”.

The IMF-World Bank Annual Meetingsook place in Istanbul(October 6270 develop a
recovery strategy’ but although 2009 will be probably remembered hs year of
International Financial Institutions' resurgendee Spring and Annual meetings have been
uneventful. According to Eurodad “the G20 leadengetings in London and in Pittsburgh
before the Bank/Fund gatherings set the boundafigmlitical agreements with the latter
reduced to a follow-up role. The communiques agt@edinisters in Istanbul are mainly a
confirmationof the agreements made by the G20 leaders irbRith™®. The Bretton Woods
Project has alsooveredthe evert.

The French Commission on the Measurement of Ecan®®iformance and Social Progress
gave itsreportin September 2009. The focus of the report was&bi, quality of life and
sustainable development and environment. The reporinteresting in terms of its
recommendations as in contrast to many other sffariphasising economic growth, food or
development, the focus of attention is on how regjlie measured instead in terms of quality
of life issues and aspects of well-being and tretasnability of the environment®®

International Actors and Social Policy

HEALTH



On 25 Septemberyorld leaders gathered for a High-Level Event oa MiDGs Amongst
other things, it was jointly pledged to intensififfoets on MDG5 to improve maternal
healtht®>. Also theUN GA was concerned with maternal health and repctide services
backing goals of the 1994 International ConferemeePopulation and Developmétit(see
also http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2009/gal10869dor.
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2009/sgsm1258%dm ). Efforts to finance and tackle
women’s and children’s health in the developing ldiavere further the target of series of
new financing measuragorth US$5.3 billion from governments and businesslers®. UN
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moagemarkedat the launch of the report of the Task Force on
Innovative International Financing for Health Syste New York 23 September: “A health
system that delivers for women when women are réadieliver is a strong health system
that will benefit all peoplé?” The WHO released a report gomen and Healthalling “for
primary health care reforms to be implemented igsathat ensure that health systems better
meet the needs of girls and womER”" The Center for Global Development contributethi®
debate with Start with a Girl*°®.

On the health MDGs and the current crisis more gglye the Global Fund together with a
number of other organisations organised@ebal Health Challenges Eveat the European
Development Days in Stockholm, 22 October. Thisneaeldressed the questions whether the
health MDGs can still be met in times of crf8fs The ILO hosted a meeting in Diisseldorf,
Germany, dealing witfbccupational safety and health in times of cif8is

The World Health Summit 20080k place in Berlin, 18 October. Over 1000 detegdrom
more than 70 countries gathered, representinggelbss and branches involved in health care
and the development of healthcare’s future. Thmwistatement calls health and health care
fundamental human rights, and a public good thaisihbe achieved equitably and to the
highest attainable standat®® The Summit was accompanied by protest events, asan
alternative conferencePublic Eye on Berlifhinitiated by Medico International. Reason for
this was the notion that the conference aims weterenlly addressed — instead of tackling
guestions of rights to health and safe working doms, the conference’s main focus was
indeed on health research and privatisatibn

The Global Forum for Health Researcbnvened a conference “Innovating for the heafth o
all* in Havana, Cuba, 16-20 November bringing tbge about 800 leaders and experts from
around the world to share ideas and forge new @istips. Participants included stakeholders
from health and science ministries, research agendevelopment agencies, foundations,
NGOs, civil society, the private sector and the iaed




On 1 December, at the occasion of therld AIDS Day Universal Access and Human
Rights the major global organisations in the fight agaiHIV/AIDS issued statements and
declared their strategi®é The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis andlaia and
PEPFAR announcedthat the two programmes are supporting antiretabvreatment for
about 3.7 million (out of estimated 4 million) irdiuals living with HIV/AIDS'*®. UNAIDS
provides data in it99 AIDS epidemic updat¥. World Bank activities for the Day are
summarisedheré® amongst other things the World Bank convened &timg entitled
Keeping the Promise, Investing in the Future. LigkHIV/AIDS, Food Security and Maternal
and Child Health'® The U.S. President's Emergency Plan for AIDS &IPEPFAR) has
developed a newive-Year Strategyexpressing the aim to “transitioning from an egegcy
response to promoting sustainable country programd™renewing its emphasis on a “whole
of government” response”. This includes, amongdtewotthings, the integration and
coordination of HIV/AIDS programs with broader gldthealth and development programs to
maximize impact on health systerhs”

Concerning health systems, tl&eptember Update of the IHPreports progress on the
establishment of ‘a health systems funding platfdomthe Global Fund, GAVI Alliance,
World Bank and others to coordinate, mobilise,astritne and channel the flow of existing
and new international resources to support natitwealth strategieS® The Providing 4
Health(P4H) held meetings in September and Octobersfagwon operational issues relating
to the P4H Social Health Protection framework, dcaimmunication strategy, ongoing and
future country work, links with IHP+ and other paets ett'®. The WHO release@ystems
thinking for health systems strengthenthgt argues “we must know the system in order to
strengthen it — and from that base we can desigerbaterventions and evaluations, for both
health systems strengthening interventions andhferventions targeting specific diseases or
conditions but with the potential of having systemae effects.” In order to achieve this, the
report proposes “Ten Steps to Systems Thinkingdal-world guidance in applying such an
approach to the health systeMi”Another contribution by the WH@riorities for Research
on Equity and Health. Implications for global andtional priority setting and the role of
WHO to take the health equity research agenda fodywaommissioned by the Equity
Analysis and Research Unit of the WHO, “aims tansiiate further thinking, debate and
refinement of strategic approaches focussing WH@pasrtt and collaborations to advance
global research on equity and heafthi”At the same time, a World Bank paper discusses how
Trade in Health Servigscan help improve country’s health systéfhs

Regarding health provision, the Rockefeller Fouinsiasponsored Initiative on the Role of
the Private Sector in Health Systems in Develoglugintries released its synthesis report
‘Public Stewardship of Private Providers in Mixedatte Systenis The report concludes,

amongst other things, that “effective governmeetsirdship is crucial for achieving broader
health objectives” and pays particular attentionhtmv governments can improve their
stewardship role. It calls for mixed health syststewardship mechanisms that can build
reinforceing incentives for private health actavsfacus on the major health system goals,
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resulting in better outcomes, financial protectibigher quality and more equitable private
health service delivery; and makes suggestion® d®w to achieve tht&. Similarly, the
Center for Global Development issued a rep@&artnerships with the Private Sector in
Health. What the International Community Can Do $trengthen Health Systems in
Developing CountriésThis report proposes a new facility — to be rexuat the World Bank-
IFC, or possibly the Global Fund or the WHO - talrads the “profound need for technical
assistance on how to engage the private healtlors&ét A World Bank Policy Research
Working PapelGovernance in Health Care Deliveargues that “good governance is central
to raising performance in health care delivery. d@uto high performance are standards,
information, incentives and accountabilit?”Finally, the OECD publishedchieving Better
Value for Money in Health Carexamining a range of policy instruments such agaokes of
competition in health markets; better pharmaceltxeing policies; and increased cost
sharing®® (the OECD also released kigalth at a Glance 2089).

The Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation MH) publishedFinancing Global Health
2009: Tracking Development Assistance for He4tt and the OECD Task Team on Health
as a Tracer Sector released a report entiliedfor Better Health — What are we learning
about what works and what we still have t&'dd

SOCIAL PROTECTION

An issue addressed at the UNRISEDnference on the Social and Political Dimensiohthe
Global Economic Crist$® was whether the crisis had encouraged a reweatrésidual and
targeted approach to social protection, had enltattoe calls for a more universal global
social protection floor or rekindled the case fatate lead broader social investment strategy.
Largely unreformed IMF practice seemed to pointthe first, the UN Chief Executive
Boards’ endorsement of the global floor the secand on the UN fringe UNCTAD and
UNRISD pointed to the third.

In relation to the global social floor, the n@®ialogueon Globalization Briefing Paper N°14
has been publishedStrengthening Social Security in Economic CriseBhe Need for a
Social Protection Flooby Ellen Ehmke, Mara Skaletz (FES Briefing Paper2089, FES
Geneva, October 2009). The paper argues that atésnginvestment in basic packages pays
in fact off and helps to alleviate the negative acig of the economic crisis in a considerable

way*

The global social floor (ILO/WHO (2009The Social Protection Floor: A joint Crisis
Initiative of the UN Chief Executives Board for-@alination on the Social Protection Floor,
Geneva® was discussed on Novembel 2009 at thesecond committee of the General
Assembly>® at which it was reported that collaborating agesand a group of supporting
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donor agencies had met in the ILO Training Centr&urin in October to develop a blueprint
of a manualfor joint country activities on the Social Profeat Floor. The inter-agency
meeting was attended by FAO, OHCHR, UNAIDS, UNDESINESCO, UNFPA, UNICEF,
WB, WFP, WHO, World Bank and UNDP, HABITAT, IMF, UBEB and the following
observers: ADB, BMZ, DFID, Finnish Ministry of Foga Affairs, GTZ, HelpAge, Save the
Children>*,

In terms of the first option there is the evidemre IMF lending practice (See GSP Digest
9.3). In terms of the third option theNCTAD Least Developed Countries Report 2000es
the cas&”. In terms of the Social Protection Floor Helenrlaew UNDP Administrator in

a speechat the G20 meeting of Ministers in Pittsburg plgdservice to this new ONE-UN
policy on the global social protection flddt

It is hard to determine if the World Bank’s fornmaembership of the UNCEB and its formal
participation in the Global Social Protection FlddN initiative is changing its policies and
practices on social protection. The Bank did sigriauthejoint statementvith UNICEF and a
host of other UN agencies and INGOs on AdvancingdC8ensitive Social Protectiot.
Interestingly in the wake of the negative impact tbé global financial crisis on the
sustainability and utility of private defined cabtrtion pension schemes the Bank’s current
work is focused on social pensions. Its recentipatibn onClosing the Coverage Gap: The
role of Social Pensions and other Retirement Iredmansfers captures well the reasons
why a reliance on contributory schemes of eitherdbfined benefit or defined contribution
kind have their limitations: (Holzmann etc al 20®); “Many of the problems behind low
coverage rates in low- and middle- income countaes structural, cannot be resolved
overnight, and fall outside the scope of sociatgrton policy. A sustained expansion of the
contributory system in the average low- or middiecome country would require
fundamental changes in the productive structuréhefeconomy and the functioning of its
product and labor markets...... Against this backgrowodjal pensions and other retirement
transfers emerge as an important instrument fatgbrg the coverage gap—at least for the
time being—by focusing on individuals with no omlted saving capacity, who are more
likely to be outside the contributory systef”

However the World Bank’s position on social proi@etas revealed in its Doing Business
Report has beemondemnedby trade unions The latest edition of the Bank’s highest
circulation publication discourages countries fraghopting social protection schemes by
designating governments that do so as anti-busifEsisg Business 2010, launched dh 9
September 2009 by the World Bank, also recommedratscbuntries should reduce severance
pay for dismissed workers and reduce or eliminatgirements for prior notice about job

cuts®

In aWorld Bank Policy Research Working Papartin Ravallion asks “Do Poorer Countries

Have Less Capacity for Redistribution?” and finddost countries fall into one of two

groups: those with little or no realistic prospedt addressing extreme poverty through
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redistribution from the "rich" and those that wowdg@pear to have ample scope for such
redistribution. Economic growth tends to move caoestfrom the first group to the second.
Thus the appropriate balance between growth andtrédtion strategies can be seen to
depend on the level economic developm&fitOxfam Duncan Green discusses this in a

blog**.

Governments must urgently reassess and adaptabeur market and social policies in order
to prevent people from falling into the trap of dpterm unemployment, say©@ECD
Employment Outlook 208%. In a similar vein is the ILO published in Octoliexr Global
Jobs Pacpolicy documentagreed earlier at this year’'s conference. It ptes@ productive
recovery centred on investments, employment anidigootectior*®

The OECD publishe®oing Better for Childreranalysing different indicators of child well-
being including material well-being, housing, ediarg health and quality of school Hf&.

The OECD have also publishégdECD Pension Markets in Foclfd and Pensions at a
Glance 2009:Retirement-Income Systems in OECD @eanThis third edition of Pensions
at a Glance updates in-depth information on the feayures of mandatory pension systems
both public and private in the 30 OECD countries]uding projections of retirement income
for today’s worker§'™.

Rising unemployment marks théird wave of the crist§’ while Strauss Kahn of IMF
stresses social risks ahédd Similarly concerns are raised iBrisis and unemployment in
Latin American and the Caribbeat*®

Recent UNRISD work published in book form focuses mising revenues for social
protection and social policy and social investmegeherally. Financing Social Policy:

Mobilizing Resources for Social Developntghand Social Policy in Mineral-rich countries
151

EDUCATION

From 1-4 December, UNESCO and its Institute foreldhg Learning organized thé"6
International Conference for Adult Educati¢@onference Internationale pour L'education
des adultes, CONFINTEA) in Brazil. The conferenceiain theme was the realization of
lifelong learning across countries with an emphasiditeracy and basic education for adults.
This was explicitly seen as part of a future andtainable development proces$.The
conference decided upon thigelem framework for actionto foster governmental efforts in
implementing lifelong learning and literacy polisig® Linked to CONFINTEA, a
comprehensive reporting on adult education andohfg learning has been initiated. A
monitoring report on adult educati¢BRALE) is online, covering all regions of the \ebt>*

On 5" October wasVorld Teachers’ ddy°. Education international launched@mpaigrthat
seeks more investments in teachers, reflectindethiethat the financial crisis leas to budget
cuts in education>® Also the OECD perceives education asexessity for the emerging
economy following the crisis, although with a particulamphasis on industrialized
countries->’

13



With the beginning WTO trade negotiations, Educatihternational issued several
statements against titemmodificatior®® of education and its definition assarvice'® The
organization will continue lobbying foexcluding education servic®® in multilateral and
bilateral trade agreements, definieducation as a human rigfit

The World Bank has organizedf@erum®? on the role ofprivate and public providet¥ in
education, including severglblications in which several kinds of organizations have been
assessed with a view to educational provisfn.

The Bank, together with the World Food Programmiep gublished aook on school
feeding®®® In particular against the background of the finaherisis and raising food prices,
school feeding can be a direct and effective s@dalstance to avoid malnutrition.

A campaign has been started in the US to put pressa the Obama administration in
supporting basic education for all across countriesluding raising awareness through
professional and scholarly associations. Plegition can be submitted onlifé® EFA and
related activities are documented on the webpagfeedfampaign for Educatiotf’

In January 2010, thEducation for All Global Monitoring Repowill be published. The new
version puts emphasis on assessing the campaigrgsess with a view to disadvantaged and
marginalized children and aduf®

The OECD has issuedreport on child well-beingunderlining the necessity to invest in early
childhood and emphasizing the social benefits efdfild and the community?

HABITAT

TheHabitat Scroll of Honouaward was launched by the United Nations HumatieBstnts
Programme in 1989. It is currently the most préstig human settlements award in the
world. Its aim is to acknowledge initiatives whichve made outstanding contributions in
various fields such as shelter provision, highiigipthe plight of the homeless, leadership in
post conflict reconstruction, and developing angroring the human settlements and the
quality of urban life. The call for nominationsgnes in May 2010 for the awards in October
— sedimeframe for 2009° and thewinners for 2009,

In anarticlefrom the Independent, Andrew Buncombe draws atteno the fact that the UN
is concerned of rising tensions as refugees moediés. He notes that “from the slums of
Kabul to the shanties of Damascus, more than lalfeoworld's refugees are now scraping
by on tiny strips of land in increasingly overcraed] overburdened cities. Rather than living
in rows of neatly pegged white canvas UN tentsipeh fields as the public might imagine it,
aid officials have revealed that more than 50 pdroéthe planet's 10.5 million refugees are
now battling to get by in urban areas. Cities alsotain more than 20 million internal
refugees and displaced peopie.

The cities alliance has agreedctmfund a national slum upgradipglicy in Indonesia and to
fund slum upgrading and sanitation initiativesridi& ">

14



The5" Africa Cities summitvas held in Marrakesh, Morocco from 16-20 Decembier
theme was to explore ‘African Regional and Local/&oaments’ Response to the Global
Crisis and the Promotion of Sustainable Local Demelent and Employmenit”.

UN-HABITAT has launched it§&lobal Report on Human Settlements 208&titled Planning
Sustainable Cities. On its website it notes thatreport ‘... reviews recent urban planning
practices and approaches, discusses constraintoafiitts therein, and identifies innovative
approaches that are more responsive to currerealgak of urbanization. It notes that
traditional approaches to urban planning (partitylia developing countries) have largely
failed to promote equitable, efficient and susthledauman settlements and to address
twenty-first century challenges, including rapidamization, shrinking cities and ageing,
climate change and related disasters, urban sprasvlinplanned peri-urbanization, as well as
urbanization of poverty and informality. It concksithat new approaches to planning can
only be meaningful, and have a greater chanceaafegaling, if they effectively address all of
these challenges, are participatory and inclusiseyell as linked to contextual socio-political
processes’.

The ‘future of cities’ conference will be held at Chatham House fromF&Bruary 2018°.

FOOD POLICY

The number of hungry people has again increasedtbeelast months, now reaching more
than 1 billion. From 16-18 November, countriesgingitional organizations and civil society
met in Rome for th&Vorld Summit on Food Security The conference was opened by a
broadstatemenbn the need to eradicate hunger, on reinforciegntillennium development
goals, including principles how food security cam énsured’® However, the conference
endedwithout concrete implementation goals or deadl{8§AO General Secretary Jaques
Diouf has also launched an online petition whereppe can sign to support theod
campaigrt®® The FAO has also publishedrsethodological toolbown the right to food®

The lack of specific targets and the growing nundderungry people stand in sharp contrast
to the different networks that are all involvedtire issue of food security: The summit was
prepared by &igh level expert forunin October, dealing with how to secure food in @85

as well as by the Committee on World Food Securdyning at becoming the new
international platform for th&lobal Partnership on Food Securiy? Before the summit, the
High Level Taskforce has published a comprehensgieeort on the food crisis and
international activities that took place sinceifiseption in April 200824 (For school feeding,
see World Bank and WFP in section on education)
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Trade and Social Policy

The WTO Ministerial Conference was held with a lpvwofile at the end of November in
Geneva. However, one of the issues discussedntefiectual property rights and non-
violation may have positive implications to pharmaceuticaligies'®>. According to WTO
sources the Members agreed not to bring “non-varaicases to the WTO dispute settlement
process — fion-violatiorf is shorthand for the technical question of whettieere can be
legal grounds for complaint under the WTO'’s intefileal property agreement, even when the
agreement has not been violdf&dAccepting non-violation cases could have pavey foa
cases that challenge national pharmaceutical pslieind measures that apply pricing of
medicines or enhancing generic ents$ special 301 repdft 2009 compiled by the office of
trade representative, for example, has includedwisgrand Finland as result of their
pharmaceutical policies, even though these measiare®t violate TRIPS Agreement. The
time for ratification of amendments with respectingortation of pharmaceuticals under so
called para 6 solution was proposed by TRIPS cotmbie extended until 2011.

Ecuador has started l@oad programmé in Spanish) on access to medicines, including
declaring access to medicines for priority pubkalth needs as a matter of public interest and
establishing procedures for issuing compulsory nkes, which would authorize price-
lowering competition with expensive patented difftysee NGO website with commentary,
clarification and translation of key provisions EnglisH'®. The South Centre bulletin
covers furtherecent dispute#R rights and wrongs, including aspects thateeia access to
generic medicinés’

The South Centre has also providerief on the state of negotiations, including GATS as
well as a brief on issues that are of importandé vaspect to domestic regulation provisions
for developing countri¢d’. The newspecial rapporteunn right to food has also taken up the
importance of global trade negotiations to reftéetglobal consensus on hungér

In the field of bilateral trade agreements the [pesm Union has sought more extensive
bilateral agreements with a variety of countriesuliéng in particular concerns by
nongovernmental organisatiooser implications of these for access to medicii@ss a
result of the Lisbon Treaty approval the divisidnnmrk between Commission and Member
States will change with a stronger role for Eurap€ammission in trade policy negotiations,
including matters concerning health and socialisesv

UNCTAD has publishedVorld Investment repdit* and Trade and Development Report
2009 . The University of Oxford Global Economic Govenca -programme has published
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a new book on WTO Reform and global economic gomece as well as launched a new
expert taskforce on global knowledge governandgovember 2009°

The G20 Pittsburgh meeting in September 2009 (Seeei@ance) articulated some
"fundamental core values'amongst which was a responsibility to invest irogle by
providing education, job training, decent work cibiods, health care and social safety net
support, and to fight poverty, discrimination, aibforms of social exclusidl’.. In addition

to values the meeting established a framework tfmng, sustainable and balanced growth.
These seem to be closely linked to of the promodibthhe Charter for Sustainable Economic
Activity, by Angela Merkel, which has also besupported by the Director General of the
WTOQO, Pascal Lamy, as "a commendable effort to proaiteew global economic contract”,
to anchor economic globalization on a bedrock bfcal principles and values which would
renew the trust that citizens need to have thatagipation can indeed work for theti®
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