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What is SPARKS?
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Aim: to optimise the (co-)design, delivery, evaluation, 

and policy translation of social protection research 

https://sparksnetwork.ki.se/


SPARKS working groups

• Systematic reviews and meta-analyses

• Social protection programme mapping

• Intervention studies & costs surveys

• Applied learning & research beyond TB

TB-focused… 

Align

research 

& policy

questions 
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methods, 

& outcome

measures



SPARKS policy and systematic review outputs



SPARKS systematic review and policy outputs

Hudson M, et al. 
Under Review, Lancet GH 2024

Social protection doubles the likelihood of TB treatment success



Implementation research including trials

Vietnam: UPLIFT trial of social 

health insurance and cash 

transfers to improve TB 

treatment and broader outcomes

Mozambique: CHEST, TB SEQUEL 

& SAFEST-1 MDR-TB studies on 

social protection delivery, long-

term socioeconomic impact & 

person-centred care with VOT

Nepal & Indonesia: 

Implementation trials of psycho-

socioeconomic support intervention 

for TB-affected households

Uganda: ExaCT TB trial of cash 

transfers, mixed-methods 

implementation science on care 

cascade & supply/demand barriers

Brazil: ecological modelling analyses 

of impact of Bolsa Familia; focus on 

identifying & reaching underserved 

groups; cross-sector policy dialogue  

South Africa: mixed 

methods research and 

policy on social 

protection for children, 

carers, & disabled people

• Shared, open-access protocols

• Alignment of outcome measures

• Meaningful engagement with civil-

society & affected communities



Conclusions

• SPARKS is an inclusive, interdisciplinary network working across 

sectors to advance the social protection agenda

• Our research in collaboration with multisectoral partners addresses 

the know-do gaps in social protection research, policy & practice

• We are expanding beyond TB to other illnesses, populations & UHC

• We have a broad range of experience/expertise & 

 welcome new members and partnerships!



Thank you. Any questions?
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