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FIRST DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS MEETING REPORT
Welcoming remarks: Setting the scene

N

inety development partners gathered in Geneva for
the first Development Partners Meeting of the International
Labour Organization’s (ILO) Flagship Programme on Building
Social Protection Floors for All. The Programme’s preliminary
results were shared and the strategy and opportunities for the
future were discussed. gToday is a landmark as it is the first
Development Partners meeting gathered in the context of our
Flagship Programmes, GG said Gilbert Houngbo.GGGGThe ILO is
committed to establishing social protection floors, which provide
at least basic income guarantees across the lifecycle and
essential health-care in all countries around the world,
cccccrecalled Deborah Greenfield. She also suggested that
social protection is a necessity for economic development and to
build resilient societies. Isabel Ortiz highlighted the importance
of social protection in the framework of the 2030 Development
Agenda and global initiatives. She explained that it is our
generational duty to ensure adequate universal social protection
in all countries by 2030. Valérie Schmitt provided an overview
of the Global Flagship Programme’s strategy, preliminary
achievements and next steps. During its first phase from 2016 to
2020, the Flagship Programme will provide in-depth support to
21 countries in building their social protection floors (SPFs).
This in-country focus is complemented by cross-country policy
advice. The in-depth support provided to the target countries
contributes to the development of good practices and new
methodologies and tools that are shared with all ILO member
States. As part of the Flagship Programme, the ILO works
primarily with governments, workers’ organizations and
employers’ organizations in each of the 21 target countries. In
addition, partnerships are developed both in and across
countries with the United Nations (UN) system, international
financial institutions, the business community, workers’
organizations, academia and civil society organizations.
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N partners, including the UN Multi-Partner Trust
Fund Office (UN MPTF), the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the
World Health Organization (WHO), explained how the UN system
works as One on the extension of social protection. Jennifer
Topping stressed that coordination on the ground is required to
better support countries, avoid fragmentation and further develop
the knowledge base. Joanne Bosworth explained how UN agencies
collaborate at the regional level to develop joint tools and
support UN country teams to advance the social protection
agenda. Claude Meyer shared an example of a successful UN
collaboration, showcasing complementarities between UN agencies
in developing knowledge on the economic impacts of universal
health-care.
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Showcasing results and good practices

A

s part of the Flagship Programme, ILO supports the
adoption of national social protection strategies. This was
exemplified by Graciano Langa in the case of Mozambique. ILO’s
Flagship Programme also supports the extension of coverage
through contributory and non-contributory schemes. In Cabo
Verde for instance, as explained by José Augusto Fernandes,
social pensions have been extended to 80 per cent of older
people and the national social security institute has improved its
administrative capacity to extend contributory programmes to
informal economy workers. Similarly, Colombia is currently
extending social protection coverage to rural workers, as was
explained by Francisco Javier Meijía. The Flagship Programme
also supports the design and reform of schemes that are
embedded in national laws. Ibrahim El-Shaer shared the
successful example of the Occupied Palestinian Territory that
has just passed its first social protection law. This law is aligned
with the ILO’s social security standards and was developed
through a participatory approach. The Flagship Programme
combines policy advice with support for concrete pilot
implementation of social protection programmes. As mentioned
by Jean-Marc Hoscheit from Luxembourg, this mix ensures that
policies are not disconnected from reality. The Flagship
Programme also provides technical assistance to increase the
fiscal space for social protection. As mentioned by Emerine
Kabanshi, thanks to additional budgetary allocations in Zambia,
the number of social cash transfer beneficiaries was multiplied
by ten.
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How to engage and support the Flagship Programme in the
framework of the 2030 Development Agenda

T
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he Flagship Programme promotes multi-stakeholder
engagement in the field of social protection. This includes the
engagement of employers, workers’ organizations and the
private sector. As highlighted by Adam Greene and Frank Hoffer,
social protection defines the society we want to live in and
protects not only workers, but also enterprises. Eppu MikkonenJeanneret explained that in the case of Finland, multi-stakeholder
engagement is coordinated through national platforms of
engagement that include representatives from different
ministries, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), as well as
enterprises to rethink the country’s interventions in the context
of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The development of
social protection is a national responsibility and most of the
investment to build social protection floors has to come from
national budgets, as illustrated by Francisco Javier Meijía from
Colombia.
Every support is important for this Programme,
aaa said Ludwig Forrest. He also explained how philanthropists
can support the Flagship Programme through a specific fund that
will be hosted by the King Baudouin Foundation. Nadine Poupart
of Agence Française de Développement explained that the
Flagship Programme could also provide the technical assistance
required for the implementation of concessional loans in the field
of social protection. Jennifer Topping spoke about a UN MultiDonor Trust Fund that is currently being designed with the
Flagship Programme. It will support joint UN Programmes on social
protection in countries, foster the delivery as One on social
protection and promote the transition from humanitarian
assistance to the development of social protection. The role of
academia was highlighted by Ulrich Stege. He explained that
academic institutions carry out research that can build the
business case for social protection and train future generations.
Universities can also build networks that contribute to raise
awareness on social protection and work with civil society to
generate concrete impacts. In this context, the Flagship
Programme works with a network of legal clinics and NGOs to
make the right to social protection a reality for marginalized
groups, such as migrants, asylum seekers and refugees. Wouter
Van Ginneken highlighted the role of civil society organizations
(CSOs) to advocate for social protection floors, raise awareness
among the general public, represent the rights of beneficiaries
through policy dialogue and ensure that these rights become a
reality for all.
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Development Partners’ perspectives and
opportunities for collaboration

T

here are many opportunities for the Development
Partners to engage in the Flagship Programme. Irish Aid and
Portugal focus on the development of social protection floors in
specific countries and use the experience gained from these
projects to develop hands on tools that can be used by other
countries. The People’s Republic of China and the United
Nations Office for South-South Cooperation support southsouth exchanges of good practices through conferences, country
briefs and peer-to-peer support. Based on a successful
experience in Lao People’s Democratic Republic, the
Government of Luxembourg is willing to support the
development of a health-care facility in ASEAN. The Government
of France helps the Flagship Programme to provide crosscountry policy advice in the field of the extension of social
protection to informal economy workers, the development of
social protection for a just transition to greener economies and
the promotion of the private sector in the development of social
protection floors.
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T

he morning sessions were chaired by:
Gilbert Houngbo
ILO’s Deputy Director-General for Field
Operations & Partnerships

The afternoon panel discussions were moderated by:
Juan Hunt Ortiz
Deputy Director, Partnerships and Field Support
Department (PARDEV), ILO.

Anita Amorim
Head of the Emerging and Special Partnerships
Unit, Partnerships and Field Support Department
(PARDEV), ILO

In their concluding remarks, Juan Hunt Ortiz and Valérie Schmitt
provided a recap of the Flagship Programme and the many ways to
support it. While thanking the Development Partners for their
continuous support, they also offered to organize follow-up
discussions on new opportunities for engagement. With this
Flagship Programme, the human right to social protection can
become a reality and millions of lives can be changed, allowing
people to live in dignity.
flagship.social-protection.org

BY BECOMING AN ILO PARTNER
AND SUPPORTING COUNTRIES TO REALIZE
THE HUMAN RIGHT TO SOCIAL PROTECTION,
YOU CAN CHANGE MILLIONS OF LIVES,
ALLOWING PEOPLE TO LIVE IN DIGNITY.

