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Social protection assessment
based national dialogue:
Towards a nationally defined
social protection floor in Thailand

From June 2011 to March 2013, the United Nations
(UN)/Royal Thai Government (RTG) Joint Team on Social
Protection (co-chaired by the International Labour
Organization (ILO) and Ministry of Social Development
and Human Security (MSDHS)) engaged line ministries,
UN agencies, social partners, civil society organizations,
academia, and other relevant stakeholders in a policy
dialogue called the Assessment Based National Dialogue
(ABND) exercise. It consisted of the following steps:

It contains an inventory of existing social security, social
protection, and poverty alleviation programmes for each
of the four Social Protection Floor (SPF) guarantees:

Figure 1: assessment matrix
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The matrix helps to identify policy gaps, implementation
issues, and a number of recommendations for the further
development of Thailand'’s Social Protection Floor.

The cost of the proposed social protection provisions
is then estimated and projected over a ten-year
period using the ILO Rapid Assessment Protocol
(RAP). This costing exercise can serve as a basis for
discussions on available fiscal space, government
budget reallocations, and the prioritization of
different social protection policy options.

Figure 2: RAP model structure
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STEP 3 - Finalization and endorsement

The recommendations are shared with government
representatives, workers and employers, and civil
society organizations with a view to validate the
assumptions and recommendations, and to prepare
for the next steps, which may include feasibility
studies for the design of new schemes, expansion of
existing schemes, and establishment of coordination
mechanisms.

The Assessment Based National Dialogue
(ABND) exercise took place in the

framework of the partnership between
the Royal Thai Government and the UN
system.

The assessment process



