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[bookmark: _GoBack]Distinguished Mr. Tamir Erdene-Ochir, Vice minister of Population Development and Social Protection    
Distinguished Guests, 
UN colleagues, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

- On behalf of the UN Resident Coordinator for Mongolia, it is my pleasure to opening this important workshop of the Assessment based national dialogue on social protection and employment support. 
- On 5 September 2013, the Assessment was officially launched by the State Secretary of the Ministry of Population Development and Social Protection and the United Nations Resident Coordinator. 
- This exercise aims at examining whether Mongolia has already in place at least a national Social Protection Floor and if not, how far is the country to achieve it. 
- Preliminary results so far seem to show that Mongolia has made tremendous progress over the last two decades. Mongolia is now quite well equipped with already several social protection laws and policies in place. Mongolia could actually be the first country in Asia and the Pacific to achieve a nationally defined social protection floor. 
- A national SPF will guarantee that at least all member of society have access to at least a minimum set of social services and benefits:
1. essential health and maternity care
2. cash transfers and services ensuring that all children can enjoy adequate health, education and nutrition
3. income security for the working age population in case of unemployment, sickness, maternity and employment injury
4. income security and social services for all elderly. 
- Several international forums have emphasized the importance of extending social protection to all: the United Nations by adopting the SPF-Initiative in April 2009, the G20 group, the discussions on the post-MDGs, and the ILO constituents by adopting a Recommendation on SPF in June 2012. 
- The government of Mongolia has also expressed its clear commitment to work towards the establishment a national social protection floor for the country, guaranteeing that the whole population gets access at least to a minimum set of social benefits and services. 
- The ABND exercise offers a unique platform for all line ministries, social partners, civil society, UN agencies and other development partners in Mongolia to discuss and agree on common recommendations to extend social protection to all in the country.
- What has happened since the last workshop on 5 September 2013? The UN working group on social protection, led by the ILO, has conducted a number of consultations, here in Ulaanbaatar but in selected aimags and soums. 
- Today’s workshop will share the findings of the mapping exercise of the social protection situation in Mongolia, as well as preliminary recommendations to fill-up the gaps towards a national SPF, that emerged from  the consultations. 
- We hope that today’s discussions will identify and agree on concrete recommendations for achieving at least a nationally defined SPF in Mongolia. 
- Once the set of recommendations to reach a SPF is identified, the next question is “how much a SPF would cost and can Mongolia afford it?”
- In the coming months, the UN working group on social protection, with the government, will assess the cost of these recommendations and the financial feasibility and needed fiscal space for establishing a national SPF. The cost estimates will be shared with all stakeholders in a meeting, probably around March 2014.
- I wish you fruitful discussions and good continuation for making this assessment a successful process. Thank you.
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