Minutes of meeting

UN Joint Team on SPF
at the ILO Conference Room

2 September 2010 (14.00 – 16.30 hours)

Participants:

1. Mr Andrew Claypole, UNICEF

2. Ms Chayanit Wangdee, UNICEF

3. Dr. Somchai Peerapakorn, WHO

4. Ms Viennarat Chuangwiwat, UNFPA

5. Ms Ratchakorn Kulsawet, UNESCO

6. Ms Wanwisa Suebnusorn, UNESCO

7. Ms Supavadee Chotikajan, IASU
8. Ms Valerie Schmitt, ILO

9. Ms Jittima Srisuknam, ILO

10. Mr Hyung-Kyu Jo, ILO

11. Ms Myo Ghettalae, ILO
Agenda and issues discussed:

1. The Preparation for DCS 
Scope: The meeting exchanged views on the draft concept note DCS on Social Protection Floor Initiative. It was agreed that the scope of the seminar will focus on the development of a coherent social protection system in Thailand in the context of the international debate on SPFI.   

Date: Regarding the dates of the seminar, NESDB preferred to organise the seminar during the week of 4 – 8 October.  UNICEF suggested to consider inviting one of the international experts of the Training Course on Designing and Implementing Social Transfer Programmes in Chiang Mai (24 Oct. – 6 Nov.) to share best practices and tools on SPFI.  UNRCO will consult with NESDB on the possibility of moving the dates to coincide with the dates of the training. 

Keynote perspectives: It was agreed that TDRI could provide a good overall picture of the current social protection system in Thailand. It was proposed for ILO to present the international perspective on the importance of universal social protection and illustrate the benefits of developing a rapid assessment exercise in Thailand. 

Panel Discussion: Two options were proposed on focusing on the challenges and efforts undertaken in Thailand on social protection or bringing in examples of best practices of other countries.  

Working group session: Two options were proposed on how to organize the working group sessions either by sector, i.e. health, or cross-cutting issues across each sector, i.e. policy consistency across schemes, financial sustainability.     

Next Steps

1. UNRCO will revise the draft agenda to make it a half-day seminar in order to maximize participation as well as the draft concept note to reflect the various options for the structure of the seminar. 
2. The next meeting to discuss the DCS is on 16 September. 

Action Points 

· WG to provide comments on the draft concept note and draft agenda to IASU, UNRCO.  (as attached)

· WG to submit list of experts for panel discussion. 

· WG to submit suggested list of invitees to IASU, UNRCO for consolidation. 

2. The preparation for SPF Working Group to UNPAF 
· The contribution from the SPF Group to UNPAF preparation should be comprehensive and focused. The 2-pager contribution should be able to show UN comparative advantages and addressed the needs of the country. It does not need to be perfect, but enough to kick off the discussion at the UNPAF retreat with the government agencies on 14 – 15 September. It is important to understand that the 2-pager contribution represent the UN agencies as ‘one voice’. It should not be an agency list of activity. It should address the challenges and opportunities for Thailand to work to improve the exist system and to develop a more comprehensive system for all. 
· Sometimes, however, it is not clear to what extent an agency’s works are relevant to the SPFJT since it could be interlinked and/or overlapped with other working group. For example, the work on education for all of UNESCO could be reported at the TWG Education. However, rights to education is a basic right that could also be reflected as a minimum SP/ or it is one of the SPF. Another example is in health care sector, there are two contradictory laws, i.e., “National Health Act (BE 2550; AD 2007)” and “National Health Security Act (BE 2545; AD 2002)”. The former articulates the right to health services for all those living on the Thai soil. The latter is a legal basis for UCS (Universal Coverage Scheme) specifically covering all Thai nationals who are not covered by any other public health care schemes. It is confusing and unclear on how the UN can address the issue.
· To avoid duplications in reporting, the consolidation of SPFJT for UNPAF should focus mainly on SPFI, and should be linked to availability and accessibility. 
Next Steps
· Kyu, from ILO, will send the draft of consolidated paper to the team by email, and the team should send their feedback and comments, if any within a couple of days since it need to be submitted to the UNCT on 7 September.
3. Any other business
· UNESCO will have a training workshop on Journalist & Advocacy Training Workshop on 7 September, which will cover the topic of Birth Registration vs Citizenship 
· UNICEF had organized a meeting on “Core strategic social action for children in middle-income countries”. This meeting was organized by the NESDB. The presentation from one of the resource person from a South African Officer on Child Allowance in South Africa was very interesting and received special attention from Thai government agencies especially the NESDB. The NESDB will look at the TOR for a feasibility study on Child Allowance in Thailand. Another issue raised by UNICEF is a workshop on “Designing and Implementing Social Transfer Programmes” that will be organized by HelpAge International. It will be held in Chiang Mai from 24 October to 6 November. 2010 to which 3 of UNICEF staffs will attend. The UNICEF will also provide financial support for 4 government officials. UNFPA is going to fund one government official. Both agencies welcome additional financial support from other UN agencies to co-sponsor some candidates with them.
Adjourned at 16.30 hours.
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