	Summary - Universal Coverage Scheme (UCS)

	Target group:
	Every Thai citizen not covered under other public schemes

	Target Population:
	47 million (80% of total population)

	Benefits:
	Comprehensive package (in kind) which includes
- Prevention services covering immunizations, annual physical checkups, premarital counseling, antenatal care and family planning services, as well as other preventive and promotive care.

- Ambulatory care and in-patient care (high cost treatments such as cancer treatments, open heart surgery, antiretroviral drug, renal replacement therapy are all included)

- Only a few conditions are excluded i.e. infertile, cosmetic surgery

	Delivery process: 


	· A national centralized online registration database links providers to public health insurance schemes. Beneficiaries must register with a primary care contracting unit (CUP) near their home area (within 30 minutes travel time from home). Primary care unit acts as a gate-keeper for access to care. Treatment outside this area is limited to accident and emergency care. Referral system is used for complicated cases to hospitals or special institutes.

· Benefits are provided free of charge.
· Hospital submits electronic claims to the UCS for inpatient services.

	Total expenditure (Fiscal Year 2008)


	Expenditure

Nominal Price

(Million Constant 2005 PPP $)

% of GDP

Benefit expenditure

 5,522.2
0.97%

Administrative expenditure 

50.6
0.01%

Total

 5,572.8
0.98%



	Source of Funding:
	General tax revenue

	Impact: 


	· Poverty impact from health care payments decreased from 280,000 households in 2000 to  88,000 household in 2008

· Well controlled Diabetic patients increased from 12.2% of total diabetic patients (2003-2004) to 30.6% (2008-2009)

· Well controlled Hypertension patients increased from 8.6% of total hypertension patients (2003-2004) to 20.9% (2008-2009)


