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Wednesday 30 March
Venue: ILO Meeting Room, 10th Floor
Time: 15.00 – 16.00
Present: 
1. UNRCO: 
Ms. Supavadee Chotikajan

2. UNICEF: 
Mr. Andrew Claypole and a colleague 

3. WHO: 
Dr. Somchai Peerapakorn

4. UNFPA: 
Ms. Viennarat Chuangwiwat, 

5. UNFPA: 
Mr. Adhi Wongkhieo

6. UNDP: 
Mr. Kwanpadh Suddhi-Dhamakit
7. ILO: 

Ms. Jittima Srisuknam

8. ILO: 

Ms. Valerie Schmitt-Diabate

9. ILO: 

Mr. Jooyung Kim
Agenda of the Meeting

1. Briefing on the progress of the Child Allowance Project from the UNICEF

2. Discussion on the Social Protection Floor Assessment which is one of the key outputs of the Outcome 2 of the UNPAF of the Joint Team on Social Protection. 

Discussion, decisions & assignments:
1. Briefing on the progress of the Child Allowance Project from the UNICEF
Andrew briefed the Team on the progress of the project. He mentioned that the project started two years ago with the discussion with the NESDB. A high level steering group, attended by senior officials (from South Africa), met in 2009. A team was formed almost a year and a half ago in Bangkok. 

The main activities are:

· International literature review – feasibility on child allowance (CA) on child allowance and cash transfer
· Costing and coverage
· Examine possibility of operations of CA.
· Stakeholder research
· Study tour
Andrew asked the Team to look into how to incorporate CA project into the Assessment activity of the Team. It is important to understand the scope of the Assessment in order to put them together, as well as to create an evidence-based intervention for policy advice. The UNICEF is still discussing with the NESDB.

2.
Discussion on the Social Protection Floor Assessment which is one of the key outputs of the Outcome 2 of the UNPAF of the Joint Team on Social Protection.

Valerie explained that it is a ready to adapt methodology. She gave example of the SPF assessment that was carried out in Viet Nam. It was the universal and adaptable one that included the four pillars: health care, minimum income security for the elderly, children and working age population. Policy and implementation gaps were identified, then using costing tools to cost different policy options for the decision makers. In the case of Viet Nam, it was a top-down intervention. So, the process of assessment was not slow. For Thailand, it may take three months to complete the assessment (one week for mission, one week for costing, two-three weeks for review and another mission)

Jittima and Valerie proposed to the Team to pool the fund and cost share the assessment activities before the UNPAF begins next year. The idea is to have a dedicated and technically sounded person like Celine to carry out the activities of the Team this year (2011). It is important to look at the outcomes on how we do it jointly. We could start the assessment with each agency take responsibility on its technical areas, and share results in a workshop.  The additional fund that the ILO sought for having Celine on board is around 40,000 USD. Jittima asked each agency to consider a share of the amount (expecting 10,000 to 15,000 USD per agency). Valerie will write a comprehensive proposal (with details of joint activities and cost each items) and will share with the Team for their comments and contributions. The proposal will be sent to the team by Tuesday 5 April. The Team is requested to send their response at their earliest convenience.
Viennarat and Andrew mentioned that the UNFPA and the UNICEF agreed in principle and may be able to earmark some fund. However, they would like to receive the proposal from the ILO before making their commitments. Dr. Somchai mentioned that WHO also agrees with the principle of the Team in working jointly. However, he echoed the same issue on a need for proposal. So, he could present it to his supervisor for her decision in contributing some fund to the Team. 

Jittima mentioned that UN Women could not attend the meeting today and would like to pass on the message that the UN Women plans to do a gender audit activity. This would also fall under the same issue that the Team discuss today. 

Adjourned 16.20 hours
Social Protection Floor initiative 








