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Thailand Social Protection Joint Team Meeting 

October 10, 2011

Venue: ILO Meeting Room, 10th Floor

Time: 14.20 – 16.20

Present: 


· UNESCO: 
Ms. Rachel McCarthy

· UNRCO:
Ms. Supavadee Chotikajan

· WHO:             Dr. Somchai Peerapakorn

· UNICEF: 
Mr. Andrew Claypole

· UNFPA: 
Mr. Adhi Wongkieo

· UNWomen:    Ms. Ryratana Rangsitpol

· ILO: 

Mrs. Valerie Schmitt

· ILO:

Ms. Celine Felix

· ILO : 

Ms. Myo Ghettalae

· ILO :               Mr. Michael Glowacki

Agenda of the Meeting

· -UNPAF

· -PDNA on Social Protection

· -Activities until the end of year 2011

· -Advocacy/Information Tools

UNPAF

· The draft of Action Plan was sent to peer support and gender theme group to review before sending it to the government (MFA). The signing could happen at the end of this month, but could be later due to the current situation.

· For the matrix, each agency will need to check their allocated resources for each output. Myo will send the subsection of the matrix. Please send it back to us to be consolidated.

Celine once sent the document which commented on indicators. She will resend them to give an opportunity to improve the M&E framework. 

Deadline is this coming Monday, 14 October.

· Celine will follow up on who will sign the Action Plan for MSDHS.

· Concerning the implementation of the Welfare Society, the present government decided to improve pillar 1 and 4 (namely social assistance and social promotion) and have granted approximately 42 million Baht for the implementation, but due to the flood situation, we have been told that it would be decreased.

Post Disaster Needs Assessment (PDNA) on Social Protection

· WB was contacted by the Ministry of Finance to conduct PDNA.

· There was a two day training workshop at the beginning of the week (various UN agencies were invited, two-third of the participants were government officials) 

· PDNA assesses the impact of the disaster; how much damage it costs (mostly to assess cash figure), and its social impact. WB has mobilised technical resources to conduct this report.

· The report will need to be done within 3 weeks, and should be presented on the 25th November.

· UNWomen was contacted (at headquarters level) to “engender” the PDNA process.

· The report will have a part on Social Protection, but we don't know which methodology they will use. There is an expert who will fly from Washington to do this part. We, as a SPPJT should probably meet with him to inform him (informally) of our activities we have done in Thailand, and what we plan to do in the future.

· He will be coming this Sunday afternoon, and he should be available on Monday (14 Nov) afternoon for the meeting with us (2-3pm)

· It is important to share with him the framework in which we are working (SPF, etc.) and to maintain a coherent approach.

· Most of our organizations do not have much staff for Thailand (being a MIC) to fully get involved in the process but it will be interesting to see the results of the process.

Assessment Based National Dialogue (ABND) Final Workshop

· The costing exercise estimates, using the Rapid Assessment Protocol (RAP) developed by ILO, the cost of different measures / policy options identified during the assessment process to complete the SPF. These costs are then related to projections of the government budget and GDP. The ABND Final Workshop will present the first results of the costing exercise and give the opportunity for further discussions.

· We already have the first draft of scenarios for the costing exercise, and already sent it to the UN agencies who expressed an interest in getting involved in the exercise.

· We now need to form a technical team, and the active members will be HISRO, TDRI, SSO, and we also need to includee NESDB, SSO, Bureau of Budget

· Dr. Taworn suggested to use other models in addition to  the Rapid Assessment Protocol (RAP) for the costing exercise, including the HISRO, SSO and TDRI models. 

· Tomorrow (Friday 11 Nov 2011) ILO will meet with HISRO to work further on the RAP tool and the scenarios.

· Tentative date for the workshop: week of the 28th of November.

· There should be around 70 people participating in the workshop.

Conference to Launch Bachelet Report

· Martin Hirsh, one of the member of the SPF advisory group that prepared this report, will fly to Bangkok on Thursday, December 8. We have this conference on Friday morning (half day) where he launches the report, then he will go to Indonesia on Saturday. We need to organise some visit for him during Thursday or Friday afternooon to know more about the situation in Thailand. We could have an informal meeting in the afternoon to inform him about lack of resources.

· The programmes of the conference are the presentation of Bachelet Report, UNESCAP presentation on Social Protection in Asia - The promise of Protection, UN's coordination on SPF in Thailand, an open discussion on cross cutting issues.

· We should have more than 100 participants.

· Myo needs to prepare 10-20 questions to share with the audience to ask questions to Martin.

Other activities from other agencies

· UNICEF: Study tour to Africa got postponed to February 2012

· WHO: UN Sec Gen Mr Ban Ki Moon will participate in a round table meeting on universal health coverage (which is the most essential part of SPF from health perspective) during his visit to Thailand on 16 Nov 2011 p.m. If we are interested in participating, please let Dr. Somchai know.

Advocacy/Information Tools

· In an effort to document the ‘nationalization’ of the Social Protection Floor concept in Thailand, as well as the UN SPF joint team’s experience and its contribution to the social protection debate in Thailand within notably the UNPAF process, the ILO is developing two products. 

(1)
A document explaining the process, main activities and achievements of the UN SPF team in Thailand in 2010-2011.

Format: leaflet with DVD of interviews of key stakeholders involved (UN RC, ILO DWT Director, SPF Team members, Government representatives and social partners).

(2)
A SPF awareness raising tool that will explain the concept of the Floor and what it means for Thailand

Format: A 12-15 minute film including:

a. Definition of SPF

b. Existing schemes which constitute components of the Thai Social Protection Floor and their impact on beneficiaries

c.
Word of Wisdom

· Celine will share with the Team the script to get their feedback.

Social Protection Floor initiative 








