SPFJT Meeting - 10 May 2012

10.00am-12.00pm, ILO Meeting Room, 10th Floor

Participants:

1. Mr. Andrew Claypole, UNICEF

2. Ms. RyratanaRangsitpol, UNWOMEN 

3. Ms. Barbara Orlandini, UNRC

4. Mr. Adhi Wongkhieo, UNFPA

5. Mr. Kwanpadh Suddhi-Dhamakit, UNDP

6. Ms. Celine Peyron Bista, ILO

7. Ms. Valerie Schmitt, ILO

8. Ms. Alice Molinier, ILO

9. Ms. Myo Ghettalae, ILO

Agenda:

UNICEF Presentation: Child Support Grant, South Africa 2-4 May 2012 - Mr. Andrew Claypole

We went to see how well the Child Support Grant works in South Africa. 

Objectives

Learn about the design and implementation of the grant

Policy frame work

Interacting with senior policy makers and national government officials

Draw lessons that may be applicable in Thailand

Promote south south cooperation

Participants include policy makers and opinion leaders from government, academia, NGOs and media.

Agenda

2nd May: Morning 

Overview od Department of Social Development

Presentation on social Assistance programmes

Presentation on DSD services for children

2nd May: Afternoon 

Overview of South African Social Security Agency (SASSA) - an independent agency working on payment at provincial level.

Presentation on social grants system (SocPen) For example, pensions for the elderly, child allowance, allowance for people with disabilities, etc.

Presentation on MIS - operate at the local level. 

3rd May: Morning

Visit Paypoint in Alexandra township 

Visit to local SASSA office in Midrand, Johannesburg - where people make application to the benefits they are entitled to.

3rd May: Afternoon

Visit to Registry

Depart for Limpopo province

4th May: Morning

Overview of Department of Social Development and SASSA at provincial level

Visit to Polokwane Welfare Centre

4th May: Afternoon

Visit to village to see a early child development centre in capricorn district - how the provision of services for children works with the child allowance (not substituting)

Child grant support : Mean-tested grant - different tests for different grants

Discussion of the SPFJT after the presentation

SSASSA provides a model of an independent payment agency for social grants that could be applicable in Thailand.

SASSA has the mandate for making payments but it outsources many of its activities to the private sector (Paypoints, registry, etc...)

A seminar on the child allowance for child-related NGOs in Thailand will be hosted by the Thai Health Foundation and will include a presentation on the South Africa experience. 

??? There will be a training in October at Chulalongkorn University. The curriculum will be taken from the costing training.

UNFPA: Study of the impact of social pension - will be done Dr. Worawet, Chulalongkorn University. The TOR is submitted to HelpAge. 

The Finalisation of the Costing - Alice Molinier 

We worked on the status quo, looking at the existing schemes and how much it cost. We reviewed certain schemes and costing of the additional provisions. For pensions, it does change, but for the others it doesn't change that much.

UNRC: SPFJT meeting needs to include also national government officials.

Costing Training - Myo Ghettalae

Organised in Close collaboration with the Faculty of Economics of Chulalongkorn University, Health Insurance System Research Office (HISRO), and Thailand Development Research Institute (TDRI) 

Will take place on Tuesday 15 to Thursday 17 May 2012, from 9.00am-17.30pm. At Room 215, Faculty of Economics, Chulalongkorn University

UNICEF, UNWOMEN, UNFPA should confirm 2 participants maximum by Friday.

Objectives of the training

Participants will: 

Gain technical expertise on the design and costing of social protection policies

Discuss issues related to financing (e.g. fiscal space analysis to identify relevant budget allocations & tax policies that could fund the extension of social protection)

Learn how to assess and measure the impact of social protection programmes on poverty reduction and other indicators

Modules:

Module A: Introduction to Social Protection (HISRO and ILO)

Module B: Costing social protection policies, a concrete example using the RAP (HISRO and ILO)

Module C: Fiscal space Analysis (TDRI)

Module D: How to measure the impact of social protection policies on poverty? (ILO)

This is going to be a long term cooperation to make Chulalongkorn University a training centre on SPF.

Capitalisation Tool - Myo Ghettalae and Alice Molinier 

An awareness raising and information tool which document and capitalise the UN SPF Joint Team Experience and its contribution to the social protection debate in Thailand. 

These tools will include:

A brochure explaining past and on-going activities of the UN SPF Team

The UNDG-AP Issues Brief on Social Protection

A CD-ROM: The SPF Joint Team in Thailand: A Replicable Experience & Building a Social Protection Floor in Thailand

Fact sheets on Unemployment Protection, ABND in Asia, and Single Window Service 

Briefing note on child allowance concept from UNICEF should also be put in the folder

We will also send these tools to the International Labour Conference in Geneva organised late May.

A Production of a PSA " Why is Social Protection Important to Me?"

Diagnostic: 

People in Thailand do not know what Social Protection is. It is seen as a hand-out only targeting poor people/ a “welfare” creating dependency. It is more about “charity and generosity”.

People do not understand why they should be concerned about social protection, why they should contribute and more importantly how Social Protection could help them and the society as a whole (avoid the middle-income country trap).

Objective of the PSA: 

Change the people’s conception of Social Protection. Show that SP can be useful for all of them and for the entire society. Introduce the idea of the social protection floor as the minimum entitlement for all.

Key message: Social Protection is good for all. 

Social Protection benefits all of us today and tomorrow. It provides protection to everyone, poor, rich, workers, non workers, children, young people/ old people. It helps coping with risks and needs along life events and provides adapted answers to the specific needs of each of us (going to school, being treated, receiving in cash support, etc.). It is our right to enjoy social protection but also our duty to make it becoming a reality and make it last. We can start with the Social Protection Floor, a minimum for all, and gradually expand it.

Target audience: General public (middle –high income) - - because we want them to see that it's not for the poor, but for the society as a whole.

Distribution Channels: TV/ youtube/ Cinema

The team was shown 2 movie scripts:

1st script: Social Protection is a very abstract term for everyone to understand. Therefore, the challenge is to make people understand, to present SP in a way everyone can relate to. Therefore, this concept is presenting a “kind, caring grandmother” as Social Protection.

2nd script: 

We watched  this movie as an example: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oLNUsS2hLBM 

Start with the question “Why is social protection important to you?”  Or “how did social protection help you today?”

Voice of the different people answering the question i.e. why social protection is important to them by giving very concrete examples. On the screen images illustrate what they are saying. 

Voice of women: This morning, I took my son to the hospital and did not have to pay for it. I know this is not free, that’s why we all have to pay our taxes.

Voice of child: I am able to go to school every day. I know I will have a job and help my family 

Voice of a man: I got sick last month, because I contribute to social security I received my salary when I was at the hospital and was able to support my family.

Interviews followed by positive messages on Social Protection - - "Together, we can build a social protection floor for all", "so that everyone has access to basic rights - health, education, decent lives, etc...

Ends with Interviews of people: It is our responsibility and Social Protection is an investment

SPFJT discussion on the PSA

The team agreed to explore on the 2nd script.

It is an entitlement and it contributes to economic growth. It is not a populist policy.

The movie supposed to be 1.00- 1.30 mins. 

We need to move to a right based approach, not back to the Thai traditional of a grand mother taking care of the children. The first script doesn't show how people contributes to the schemes.

The second one is better, but we need to clarify the word "everyone" - who are they? maybe show pop-up photos of these people when there is a voice over saying everyone.

SPFJT discussion on the World Bank’s new Social Protection Strategy

The new WB Social Protection and Labor Strategy was launched in April. The outline strategy for implementation at country level complements many aspects of the work of the SPFJT in Thailand. It is important for the SPFJT to reach out to the WB staff responsible for Social Protection in Thailand to explore what actions, if any, are proposed to implement the new global strategy here. This will help ensure that the UN and IFIs are coordinated and synergistic in the technical assistance and advocacy to RTG we undertake to support the national priority of extending social protection.

It was agreed that the UNRCO should be asked to facilitate a meeting between representatives of the SPFJT and relevant WB staff working in Thailand to discuss this issue further. 

