	Guidelines for people to fill in country template: Please use track changes

	
	
	Question
	Answer 
*leave blank where information is not known
	Notes

	Basic Info
	Name
	What is the name of the scheme? 

	<Name of Scheme>
	Name should be in local language, transliterated where necessary, with an English translation

	
	Year scheme was introduced
	What year was it introduced?

	<Description including year(s)>

	Key year to include should be when the scheme was first introduced. Where possible and relevant, include years of major reforms:

e.g.: South Africa: 1927/8 first scheme introduced for whites, 1944 scheme extended to whole population, 1996 full parity achieved 

	Eligibility Criteria
	Age of eligibility
	What is the age of eligibility for the scheme?

	<Description>

	Include different ages of eligibility by sex and – where relevant – other factors (e.g. geography, certain marginalised groups). E.g.:
· Uganda: 65 (60 in Karamoja Region)
· Nepal: 70 (60 for Dalilts)
· Indonesia: 70 (60 if chronically ill)

	
	Means-testing/poverty-targeting?
	Is eligibility determined or influenced by some kind of income or means-test?
	<”Y”>, <”N”> or <”?”>
	Can include targeting based on income (from work, investments) as well as assets. Can also include targeting on less clearly-defined criteria (e.g. to “the poor and needy”).

Detailed targeting criteria may be hard to find, so please include as much information as possible in the ‘Detail’ section below.

We assume that, unless otherwise stated, all means-tests include some form of pensions-test.

	
	Pension/benefit test
	Is eligibility determined or influenced by receipt of other pensions or benefits?
	<”Y”>, <”N”> or <”?”>
	Examples include where individuals receiving a contributory pension receive a reduced social pension benefit, or none at all. 

We assume that, unless otherwise stated, all means-tests include some form of pensions-test.

	
	Geographically targeted?
	Is the scheme limited to only certain areas of the country?

	<”Y”>, <”N”> or <”?”>
	Schemes may be regional because they are:
-	Pilots (for example, Zambia)
-	Gradually expanding to be national programmes (for example, Pension 65 in Peru)
-	Implemented by sub-national governments (for example, Ekiti and Osun States in Nigeria)

If you know why a pension is implemented on a regional basis, please include that information below in the ‘Detail’ section. 

	
	Other
	Are there any other factors which influence eligibility?
	<Description>
	For example, is there a requirement that beneficiaries be non-working? Are those that receive family or community support ineligible?

	
	Detail
	What is the detailed eligibility criteria for the scheme?
	<Description>
	If you are able to expand on the eligibility criteria above, for example by providing details of means-tests or geographical targeting, please include it here. 

	
	Citizenship and residency requirements
	What residency and citizenship requirements are used to determine eligibility?

	<Description>
	Residency requirements often specify the minimum amount of time that citizens and/or non-citizens must have been resident in the country for. 

Often schemes have a requirement that a certain period of residency immediately precedes application for the pension, or that the minimum term of residency be ‘continuous’. 

For example: 
Chile: Chilean resident for 20 years, including 4 out of the 5 years before application.

	Coverage
	Number of recipients



	How many people receive the pension? Please include the year for which this data is relevant.
	<Number>
	

	
	Number of recipients is:
	Is the number of recipients figure an estimate or an actual figure? Indicate the one that applies with a cross.
	<”X”> or <blank>
	Estimated
	Number of recipients number may be an estimate if it is approximate, a projection, based on budget data or your own calculations.



	
	
	
	<”X”> or <blank>
	Actual
	

	Adequacy
	Transfer amount (local currency)
	How much is the transfer, per month, in local currency?
	<Monthly transfer> and <Local Currency>
	If the scheme provides multiple benefit levels, please define here the maximum amount for a single person at the age of eligibility. Please include comments to let us know who this transfer level applies to. 

For example – Iceland: 25,700 Iceland Kronur (Note: Maximum amount for an individual)

	
	Benefit level is:
	Who receives this benefit? Is it a flat-rate amount that everyone receives? Is it the maximum amount for an individual at the age of eligibility? 
	<”X”> or <blank>
	Flat Rate
	“Other” may apply where benefit levels do not fit either of the other criteria. This may be because within a Federal system Central government has set a minimum level of pension, which then varies from state to state. 

For example, the entry for India reads: “Other: Allocation from central government”.

	
	
	
	<”X”> or <blank>
	Maximum amount for an individual at age of eligibility 
	

	
	
	
	<Description>
	Other
	

	
	Multiple/tiered benefit levels?
	Marriage/Cohabitation
	Does Cohabitation or marital status affect benefit levels?
	<”Y”>, <”N”> or <”?”>
	Does the amount of the pension vary if the recipient lives alone, with another older person or with another pension recipient?

Please include any detail in the ‘Detail’ section below.

	
	
	Dependents
	Does having dependents affect the benefit level?
	<”Y”>, <”N”> or <”?”>
	For example, the social pension in Ireland takes into account dependent children under the age of 18  

Please include any detail in the ‘Detail’ section below.

	
	
	Income and/or assets
	Is there an income and/or assets test which affects benefit levels?
	<”Y”>, <”N”> or <”?”>
	For example, is there a means or pensions-test which reduces the level of the transfer until it equals zero? (for example, Denmark). Or, is there a tiered transfer amount – for example Bolivia – with a single transfer level for those without contributory pensions and another for those with contributory pensions.

Please include any detail in the ‘Detail’ section below.

	
	
	Early Retirement
	Does early retirement, if it is available, affect benefits levels?
	<”Y”>, <”N”> or <”?”>
	Please include any detail in the ‘Detail’ section below.

	
	
	Area of residence
	Do benefit levels vary by area?
	<”Y”>, <”N”> or <”?”>
	For example where states are able to ‘top-up’ centrally implemented schemes such as in India or where benefit levels for capital cities are higher to reflect the higher cost of living.

	
	
	Pension/benefit income
	Does receipt of a pension or other government benefits affect benefit levels?
	<”Y”>, <”N”> or <”?”>
	Please include any detail in the ‘Detail’ section below.

	
	
	Age
	Do benefit levels differ by age?
	<”Y”>, <”N”> or <”?”>
	For example, Thailand’s social pension transfer different amounts to those aged 60-79, 70-79 and 80+.

Please include any detail in the ‘Detail’ section below.

	
	
	Residency history
	Does residency history affect benefit levels?
	<”Y”>, <”N”> or <”?”>
	For example, a common feature of Scandinavian schemes is that transfer amount is tied to length of residence.

Please include any detail in the ‘Detail’ section below.

	
	
	Other
	Are there any other factors which affect benefit levels?
	<Description>
	Please include any detail in the ‘Detail’ section below.

	
	Multiple/tiered benefit levels: Detail
	Do you have any detailed information about the factors that affect benefit levels lined out above?
	<Description>
	Please include any detail here.

	
	Associated benefits
	Are there any other benefits which recipients may also be eligible to receive?
	<Description>
	Examples include free health care for pensioners, subsidised water rates, pension supplements, funeral benefits. Note, benefits listed here should ideally be those specifically link to eligibility to the pension, rather than other broader schemes that address issues of old age. This does not necessarily mean enrolment is automatic.


	Sustainability
	Cost 
	What is the annual cost of the scheme? 
	<Annual cost> <Currency used>
	Please specify the currency (local currency may not always be available) you are using and provide the year of data.



	
	Cost is:
	Is this figure an estimate, from national budgets or actual expenditure?
	<”X”> or <blank>
	Estimated
	If this data is an estimate, a projection, based on budget data, your own calculations or does not include administration costs, please indicate this using an “X”

	
	
	
	<”X”> or <blank>
	Budgeted
	

	
	
	
	<”X”> or <blank>
	Actual expenditure
	

	
	Includes Administration costs?
	Does this figure include administration costs?
	<”X”> or <blank>
	Figure does include admin costs
	Please indicate whether this figure does or does not include administration costs using an “X”. If it is not clear whether this figure includes administration costs please indicate “Not Known”

	
	
	
	<”X”> or <blank>
	Figure doesn’t include admin costs
	

	
	
	
	<”X”> or <blank>
	Not Known
	

	
	If administration cost if known please include it here:
	What are the administration costs?
	<Administration costs> <currency used>
	Please specify the currency (local currency may not always be available) you are using and provide the year of data.

	
	Legislative base
	Is there a legislative base for the pension? If so, what is it?
	<Description> or <”None”>
	A legislative base provides a foundation for pension schemes. If possible, include the first legislation as well as amended legislation for major reforms. Please include the year that the legislation was passed. 

Not all schemes have a legislative base – if you’re certain that the scheme you are providing information on does not have a legislative base please answer ‘None’

	Payment
	Payment mechanism
	This space is for including information about what type of payment mechanism is used within the scheme. 

	Context
	Background information to scheme
	This space is for adding information that is felt to be very relevant to understanding the scheme but is not covered in the fields above. 

	Notes
	Any important notes on information above
	This space is for adding notes on data that have not been included above.



Sources:
[bookmark: _GoBack]All data must be referenced with a publically available source. Please provide hyperlinks. Where dates are asked for, please specify the year for which this data is correct.







