[bookmark: _GoBack]NATIONAL WORKSHOP TO LAUNCH THE “ASSESSMENT BASED NATIONAL DIALOGUE ON SOCIAL PROTECTION IN MONGOLIA”
 
Tuushin Hotel, Ulaanbaatar

5 September 2013

Speech by Ms. Sezin Sinanoglu, UN Resident Coordinator


H.E. Mr. ERDENE, Minister for Population Development and Social Protection  
Mrs. OTGONJARGAL, State Secretary of Ministry of Population Development and Social Protection    
Distinguished Guests, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is indeed a great pleasure to be present at the opening of the National Workshop to launch the Assessment Based National Dialogue on Social Protection and I would like to commend the Ministry of Population Development and Social Protection for organizing this event. 

Extending social protection to all is a priority. The United Nations recognizes that improving social protection is an effective way for a country to reduce poverty, and promote social and economic development. 

Social protection has regained importance worldwide as a mitigating factor of the negative impact of economic shocks and a catalyst for economic and social development, especially after the last global financial crisis in 2008-09.

Indeed, in April 2009, the Chief Executive Board of the United Nations adopted the Social Protection Floor Initiative as one of the responses to the financial, economic and job crisis. It reflects a global commitment for extending a minimum level of social protection and access to social services for all. 

Since then the concept of providing a minimum Social Protection Floor has been endorsed globally, notably at the G20 meeting in France in 2011 and in Mexico in 2012. 

In a country the Social Protection Floor provides an opportunity for UN agencies, development partners and international financial institutions to work together to extend social protection to all and improve delivery of social services. 

Many countries in the Asia Pacific region such as Cambodia, Thailand, and Viet Nam have adopted the social protection floor concept for designing their national social protection policies and strategies. 

The Government of Mongolia, and in particular the Ministry of Population Development and Social Protection and the Ministry of Labour, has also recognized the importance of implementation of a national Social Protection Floor as the initial step towards a more comprehensive social security system.

Why is there a strong and renewed support for such a social security system?

Driven by the mining sector, Mongolia’s economy has grown rapidly in recent years – in double digits in the last two years and at more than 9% in the last decade on average. 

Still, and in spite of recent declines in poverty rates, close to 30% of the population is below the national poverty line. 

Thus, something more needs to be done to ensure that Mongolia’s rapid economic growth is inclusive and improves the lives of its people, especially the poor and the vulnerable.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

For maximum impact, a country’s social protection strategy needs to be embedded in an analytical framework to see its effectiveness and impact in reducing poverty. The Assessment Based National Dialogue on Social Protection and Employment Support offers such a framework to set priorities collectively to extend social protection to all. It will also enable the UN agencies to work with the government to provide technical inputs and resources in each of our respective areas of expertise.

Today, we are launching this exercise. Its success will rely on the involvement of all of us. We aim to make this process highly participatory so that the final recommendations represent a consensus among all stakeholders involved in promoting a minimum level of social protection in Mongolia.

The UN stands ready to support the government’s efforts towards the achievement of a minimum Social Protection Floor. 

I wish you a successful workshop!  
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